REFUGEES ARE WELCOME HERE 
Protest this Saturday 19 March 
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CAMERON AND EU LEADERS 
LEAVE REFUGEES TO DROWN 
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London * Glasgow * Cardiff * Called by Stand Up to Racism standuptoracism.org.uk * 


Refugees cross a river as they attempt to reach Macedonia last Monday 


EDUCATION 

Cuts that fail our 
class—the battle 
for education 


THE BATTLE to defend 
education is on—and it’s a 
fight everyone needs to get 
behind. Tory and SNP cuts 
will snatch away working 
class people’s access to 
education. Sadie Robinson 
and Raymie Kiernan spoke to 
lecturers and students about 
how they’re fighting back. 


NIOR DOCTORS 


- 


After the strike, 
how can we beat 
Jeremy Hunt? 


JUNIOR DOCTORS have 
shown that they are 
determined to resist 
the imposition of a 
dangerous new contract. 
The British Medical 
Association’s (BMA) 48-hour 
walkout last week marked 
an important escalation in 
its battle with Tory health 
secretary Jeremy Hunt. 


Picture: PA 


US ELECTIONS 


Protests spark 
chaos at Donald 
Trump's rallies 


PROTESTERS LAST week 
forced racist thug Donald 
Trump to close down one of 
his rallies at the University 
of Illinois in Chicago. 

Trump abandoned 
his meeting because of a 
demonstration by thousands 
outside the arena and 
hundreds of protesters inside. 


Picture: Guy SMALLMAN 
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the TRUBLEMAKER 


THE THINGS 
THEY SAY 


‘How dare these 


people threaten 
my livelihood’ 


Unamed backbench 


Labour MP responds to his 
constituents’ complaints 


‘| cannot stand 
International 
Woman's [sic] 
Day’ 


Daily Mail columnist Sarah 
Vine 


‘Not a huge 


amount’ 


Bungling Baron 
George Osborne describes 
£3.8 billion of cuts 


‘We'll try to get 
more British 
pensioners 
picking some 

of the fruit and 
vegetables in the 
fields instead’ 


Tory MP Owen Paterson when 
a Cabinet minister explained 
a plan to stop migrants doing 
agricultural work 


MPs make 400 claims for 
expenses less than a pound 


A TORY MP claimed 45p 
mileage to drive herself to 
the start line of a marathon. 

Anne Marie Morris 
launched Dartmoor Vale 
Races last October but let tax- 
payers fund the mile-long car 
journey rather than walk for 
20 minutes. 

The Newton Abbot MP 
also pocketed 45p for a sim- 
ilar journey a month earlier 
to get to the Devon town’s 
Cheese and Onion Fayre. 

They were among 400 
claims for a pound or less 
revealed by the parliamen- 
tary watchdog. 

Fellow Tory Ben Howlett 
claimed 9p for a car journey 
of 300 yards—equivalent to a 
four-minute walk. 

The Bath MP filed a bill 
for his trip from Hayesfield 
Girls’ School to Oldfield 
Park Baptist Church. And 
Conservative member for 


NADINE DORRIES: More expenses or the puppy gets it 


North Dorset Simon Hoare 
made five claims each under 
30p, including two for jour- 
neys of just 650 yards at 17p. 

Labour’s Stephen Kinnock, 
attacked for buying a milk 
frother for his office, bagged 
a £278 sofa. 

Those claims were all 
upheld, but new SNP MP 


THE JOBS market for people who 

sit on a sofa next to Michael Portillo 
appears to have a large gender pay 
gap. The register of MPs’ interests 
shows the differential fees for being a 
sidekick on the BBC’s This Week. Liz 
Kendall was paid £350 for doing the 
job on January 21, Caroline Flint got 
£500 a week later and Alan Johnson 


got £700 the week after that. 


Portillo: first among equals 


Phil Boswell had £137 of 
expenses for clothes rejected 
by watchdog IPSA when his 
luggage was lost. 

Plymouth Moor View Tory 
Johnny Mercer—who said 
he was living on his moored 
yacht to save taxpayers’ cash 
—trousered £6,000 for a 
website. 


USUALLY POLITICAL rivals 
sit beside each other on 
Andrew Marr’s sofa at the end 
of his Sunday televison show. 
John McDonnell wasn’t allowed 
to sit next to George Osborne. 
Apparently the cuts chancellor 
refused to share a couch. A source 
said, “He’s scared of McDonnell 
looking like the senior politician”. 


And Troublemaker regular, 
novellist, ’m a Celebrity con- 
testant and Tory MP for Mid 
Bedfordshire Nadine Dorries 
was reimbursed £7,280 for 
accommodation. That’s two 
years after announcing on a 
blog, “I have removed myself 
from the personal expenses 
system.” 


‘They may be a 
bit slower doing 
the work. I’ve 
thought of that 
too. | think we 
might arrange to 
exempt British 
pensioners from 
the minimum 
wage’ 

Paterson just kept talking 


Cameron loves you 
wherever you are 


Budget Is for ‘stupid, 
affluent and lazy people’ 


DAVID CAMERON has been 
touting around a series of 
almost identical articles 

to local newspapers in 

an attempted PR “carpet 
bombing” of the country 
outside London. 

The Yorkshire Post said 
it discovered tweaked 
versions of the same 
piece had been sent to 
several other titles as 
part of what it called a 
“sham media operation”. 

The prime minister’s 
piece began with the 
words “I love Yorkshire 
& the Humber”. 

“It appeared very 
formulaic, lacked empathy 
and only made passing 
reference to the misery 
caused by the Yorkshire 
floods,” the paper said. 


Get in 
touch with 


Socialist 
Worker 


The Herald, a Plymouth 
newspaper, published 
a piece from Cameron 
which began, “I love 
Cornwall and Isles of 
Scilly.” The Newcastle 
Chronicle started, “I love 
Northumberland.” 

And the Lincolnshire 
Echo, “I love Lincolnshire.” 


Email reports@ 
ROSHAN IRCORULS 


Web www.socialistworker.co.uk 


Facebook “Socialist Worker (Britain)” 


Twitter @socialistworker 


GEORGE Osborne is 
said to have stated his 
ahead of last year’s 
general election that his 
budget would only really 
help “stupid, affluent 
and lazy people”. That’s 
according to a memoir 
by a minister of the 
Coalition government. 

The book, by the 
former schools minister 
David Laws, also claims 
Cameron describes 
Michael Gove as “nuts” 
and a “Maoist”. 

He is also “petrified” 
of Boris Johnson who 
he says is after his job. 

The prime minister 
apparently also stated 
that “mad” right wing 
Tory MPs and the rise of 
Ukip had foisted the EU 
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020 7840 5656 
Circulation 
020 7840 5601 


referendum on him. Laws 
writes, “The Chancellor’s 
financial targets meant 
£33 billion more of 

fiscal tightening, not 

£25 billion as Osborne 
claimed, the Chancellor’s 
extraordinary response 
was: ‘£25 billion and 
£33 billion are pretty 
similar. We can just fudge 
that a bit. But it will 

still be very popular— 
we have polled it.” 


Write to 
Socialist Worker 
. PO Box 71327 
” London 
SWE11 5EL 


David Lammy’s 
unsuccessful 
phone record 


LABOUR MP David Lammy 
must surely set some 

kind of record by making 
35,000 nuisance phone 
calls in just two days. 

To be precise, he did 
not make them personally, 
nor did he realise he was 
breaking privacy rules. 

The recipients were 
thousands of Labour Party 
members in London who 
answered their phones. 
They heard a recorded 
message urging them to 
vote for David Lammy to 
be their candidate in the 
mayoralty election. 

Most didn't. 

He came fourth with 
9.4 percent of first 
preference votes. The 
Information Commissioner 
fined him £5,000. 


£3.8.. 


in new cuts Geroge 
Osborne is set to 
announce this week 


£1.2.. 


cut from disabled benefits 
last week 


85% 


of Osborne’s proposed tax 
benefits will go to the rich 


AT THE END oF 2014, 
REFUGEES, ASYLUM 
SEEKERS AND STATELESS 
PERSONS MADE UP JUST 
0.24 PERCENT OF THE 
BRITISH POPULATION. 
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by DAVE SEWELL 


THOUSANDS OF refugees 
marched out of the camp in 
Idomeni, northern Greece, on 
Monday of this week, looking for 
a way across the Macedonian 
border. 

Around 15,000 people have 
been trapped there in mud and 
rain because European Union (EU) 
member states want to keep refu- 
gees out. 

Refugees hiked through the 
freezing Suva river to defy the vio- 
lent police blockade. At least three 
drowned. Almost 2,500 who made it 
across were arrested and sent back 
to Greece. 

Nisreen is there with her three year 
old son. She has been told to apply 
for the EU relocation programme— 
but it won’t guarantee letting them 
join her husband in Germany. 

Hussein from Aleppo in Syria 
joined a sit-down protest block- 
ing the road. “We don’t want to 
stay here,” he said. “We don’t want 
any food or drink, we just want to 
pass—just to go.” 

In Calais the French police are 
doing the Tories’ dirty work in smash- 
ing up the “Jungle” settlement of ref- 
ugees trying to reach Britain. 


Fire 
After weeks of demolition of the 
Jungle’s southern half, a fire devas- 
tated its centre last Saturday, tearing 
through refugees’ ramshackle shops 
and mosque. 

This horror could stop if Britain 
opened its border and let refugees in. 

The persecution continues inside 
Britain, with prison-like detention 
centres (see page 16) and mass 
deportations. The latest charter jet 
full of rejected asylum seekers is set 
to fly to Nigeria next week. 

Up to 2,000 joined a protest out- 
side Yarl’s Wood detention centre 


BLOCKED BY Fortress Europe and the European Union 


last Saturday. 

Afghan refugee Belal is not allowed 
to work and could be locked up at 
any moment. The worry has driven 
him to self harm. “I’ve been asking 
for asylum for eight years but they 
still won't grant it,” he told Socialist 
Worker. “My family are all dead— 
and if I go back I’m dead too.” 

Edith from Nigeria spoke to 


Socialist Worker from inside Yarl’s 
Wood where she has been detained 
for almost five months. 

“Like other people here I have 
severe depression, but when you ask 
for help they say you are just pretend- 
ing,” she said. “The food here makes 
me ill whenever I try to eat it. 

“There are people here who have 
lived in Britain for many years then 


‘Refugees dying at border 
need you to protest now’ 


been detained. We have contributed 
to this country. We have skills that 
are going to waste.” 

Eritrean refugee Omar Salahi in 
north London will die if his brother 
is not let into the country to give him 
a kidney. But the Home Office has 
refused permission three times. 

“I am dying and my time is run- 
ning out,” Omar said. “The hospital 
wrote to the Home Office saying he 
needs the visa. But they don’t trust 
him to go back after the operation.” 

Omar has lived in Britain for three 
decades. He may be left with no 
option but to fly to have the operation 
abroad—his doctor warns this has a 
50 percent chance of killing him. 

Sussex University student 
Luqman Onikosi faces deportation 
to Nigeria—where he would not 
have the support he needs to survive 
chronic liver disease Hepatitis B. 

“It’s a matter of life and death for 
me,” Luqman told Socialist Worker. 


Rejected 

The Home Office rejected his leave 
to remain on medical grounds last 
month—and forced the university to 
stop him studying. 

More than 10,000 people have 
signed a petition for him, and stu- 
dents marched and occupied on 
campus last week. 

Luqman said, “The state wants to 
take us on as individuals. We need 
collective action.” 

Thousands of people are set to 
join anti-racist protests in London, 
Glasgow and Cardiff on Saturday to 
demand refugees are let in. 

Edith said, “It’s good there are pro- 
tests at Yarl’s Wood, but we say now 
you have to protest at parliament and 
at Downing Street. Tell the govern- 
ment nobody is illegal. 

“Tell them to get rid of the deten- 
tion centres, and use the land to build 
homes for the refugees who are dying 
at the border.” 


Sign Luqman’s petition bit.ly/2IsZ3wY 


‘Prevent targets Muslims’ 


A YOUNG Muslim activist has 
told of how he was harassed at 
school by police and teachers 
implementing the Tories’ Prevent 
strategy. 

Rahman Mohammadi, 17, from 
Luton said he was interviewed by 
police twice at his school 


confident to express their opinions 
because they’re scared they’ll be 
referred to Prevent.” Rahman 
spoke at a Stop the War meeting 
against Islamophobia in London. 
Former Guantanamo Bay 
prisoner Moazzam Begg urged 
people to join the Stand 


and once at his home. He 
was targeted for wearing 
a badge in support of 
Palestine and carrying 
pro-Palestine leaflets. 
Rahman said he was 
singled out because he 
was Muslim. He told 
Socialist Worker, “It’s so 
clear that Prevent is used 
to target Muslim people. 
Young Muslims don’t feel 
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Moazzam Begg 


| up to Racism marches 
this Saturday via a video 
message. 

Hearing about anti-war 
marches in 2003 gave him 
7) hope in the US torture 

| camp. He said, “Those 
people who say, what 
good can demonstrations 
do—well it can give 
people like me hope.” 
Nick Clark 


IN BRIEF 


Bill to ramp up 
discrimination 


THE TORIES’ Immigration 
Bill was set to be debated 
in the House of Lords this 
week. It would ramp up 
discrimination if passed. 
Landlords would be 
obliged to check people’s 
immigration status, and 
non-European Union migrants 
would face more fees for NHS 
care and other services. This 
undermines the principle 
of public service for all and 
doesn't address the real 
strain on public services— 
cuts and privatisation. 


Don’t let them 
deport Favour 


OVER 1,000 people have 
signed a petition against 
the deportation of Swansea 
LGBT+ activist Favour 
Onuzulike. 

LGBT+ people can face 
persecution if not allowed 
into Britain—but the Home 
Office often refuses them 
asylum if they do not provide 
“proof” of their sexuality. 

Valerie, another LGBT+ 
asylum seeker, said, “The 
Home Office don’t believe you 
about anything, not even your 
name. They have it in their 
mind that you must be lying 
if you're an asylum seeker.” 
Sign petition chn.ge/1Lo6SCm 


Denied the 
right to settle 


MIGRANTS FROM outside 
the European Union earning 
less than £35,000 a year 
will be denied the right to 
settle permanently from next 
month under a change in 
visa rules. They could face 
deportation after six years. 
Some jobs, such as nurses, 
are temporarily exempt. 
because it would deepen the 
NHS staffing crisis. 


LONDON—12 NOON 

PORTLAND PLACE, W1A 1AA 
GLASGOW—11AM 

GEORGE SQUARE, G2 1AL 


CARDIFF—11.30AM 
CLARE GARDENS, CF11 GEN 
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Warning as 


racists gain 


in German 
elections 


Increase in support for anti-refugee 
party follows violent attacks that 
must be countered says Dave Sewell 


SUCCESS FOR a new party that 
calls for shooting refugees sent 
a warning from Germany last 
Sunday. 

As three states held regional elec- 
tions, the Alternative For Germany 
(AfD) party surged to second place 
with 24 percent of the vote in the 
eastern state of Saxony-Anhalt. The 
state has seen a wave of violent 
attacks on refugees. 

In two western states AfD came 
third with 15 percent in Baden- 
Wurttemburg and 12.6 percent in 
Rhineland-Palatinate. 

The elections were a drubbing 
for chancellor Angela Merkel’s Tory 
CDU party, and have been widely 
reported as a referendum on her 
policy of accepting many refugees. 

But the Green Party—which cam- 
paigned on a basis of support for ref- 
ugees and Merkel—won its first state 
outright in Baden-Wurttemburg. 

Left wing party Die Linke won 
over 16 percent in Saxony-Anhalt. 
Although this was down from the 
last election. 

Marion Wegscheider of socialist 
group Marx21 told Socialist Worker, 
“The AfD is very dangerous. Its 
Berlin branch just voted for banning 
the hijab for anyone in schools and 
universities. They say this is to deter 
Muslims from coming to Germany 
and encourage those here to leave. 


Frightening 
“Their views on women are fright- 
ening. They want every woman to 
have at least three 
children to ‘ensure 
the continued exist- 
ence of the German 
people’. They attack 
feminism and what 
they call ‘the super- 
elevation of non-het- 
erosexual people’. 

“And they pub- 
licly proclaim they 
would shoot refugees 
to stop them crossing 
our borders.” 

The AfD falsely 


“AFD 


abschieben! 
Refugees! 


| faa 
Me 


“One poll showed over 70 percent 
of AfD voters chose them to ‘punish 
the other parties’ or to ‘teach main- 
stream politicians a lesson’.” 

Merkel is no friend of refugees. 
She made a tactical decision to 
accept them last year. But since then 
she has been among those push- 
ing hardest to lock down Europe’s 
external borders. 

This has legitimised racism 
fuelled partly by bitterness and fears 
over the economy. Unemployment 
in Saxony-Anhalt stands at 10.8 per- 
cent. “The German system is deeply 
racist and exclusionary and always 
has been,” said Marion. “And that’s 
combined with economic despair.” 


Threat 


Out of this the AfD is now emerging 
as a serious threat. It gives political 
cover for racists to take the streets. 
Last Saturday around 3,000 sup- 
porters of Nazi groups marched 
through the capital Berlin. 

There have been some coun- 
ter protests to these marches and 
demonstrations against the AfD, 
something campaigners are keen to 
build on. 

“The AfD are enablers—they don’t 
openly support these actions but 
their message encourages them,” 
said Marion. 

The Labour-type SPD and the 
Greens are already in coalitions with 
the CDU. Saxony-Anhalt premier 
Reiner Haseloff now calls for a grand 
coalition of the three. 
“The democrats of the 
middle must now stand 
together,” he said. But 
the racist right won’t be 
stopped by clinging to 
a “middle” that feeds it. 

Mass movements 
of opposition offer 
more hope. Workers 
in Germany held five 
times more strikes last 
year than the year 
before and ordinary 
people have organ- 
ised in large num- 


claims to be anti-estab- EMCI ERT SauCe bers to welcome and 


lishment. Marion said, G\zeuGiTeScSMltut 


support refugees. 


A REFUGEE in Idomeni has a simple demand 


Anti-racists will march in 17 countries 
on Saturday: Greece will see 8 demos 


by PETROS CONSTANTINOU in Athens 
RS 


THIS SATURDAY is the first time 
since refugees broke through 
Europe’s borders last year 

that the mass movement has 
coordinated internationally. 

There are demonstrations 
in 15 European countries plus 
Lebanon and Australia. 

We expect huge protests in 
Greece—in the capital Athens, 
on the island of Lesvos and in six 
other locations. 

It will tell the government 
and the European Union (EU) to 
welcome refugees and open the 
borders. 

The “Balkan route” used by 
refugees has been closed off. 
There are now 40,000 refugees 
stuck in Greece. 


Rights 

The movement wants them to 
get full rights—to work, to get 
housing, to use schools and 
hospitals. 

As well as trade unions and 
students, many migrants and 
refugees will march. 

Anti-racists produced leaflets 
in seven languages for people 
in the new “hotspot” centres or 
sleeping rough. 

There’s been a very good 
response. A lot of the Syrian 
refugees took part in the Syrian 
revolution. 


A group of 300 Afghans went 
out and protested last week. 

The scale of solidarity with 
refugees in Greece is immense. 

In one poll 85 percent of 
people said refugees should be 
welcome and 55 percent had 
donated to them. 

This is part of the same shift 
to the left in Greece that saw left 
party Syriza elected. 

The border closures have 
trapped around 15,000 refugees 
in conditions similar to the Calais 
‘Jungle” at the tiny mountain 
village of Idomeni. 

While elderly residents have 
opened their homes to refugees, 
the government is trying to 
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disperse them and drive them 
back. 

Syriza has signed up to the 
policy of Fortress Europe. 

It accepts the border closures, 
and accepts Nato patrols and a 
deal between the EU and Turkey 
to stop refugees entering by sea. 

This EU plan will be discussed 
at a summit the day before the 
demonstration. 

Even the United Nations 
objects to it. It will push refugees 
to more dangerous routes. 

They will have to pay more 
to people smugglers—and even 
more refugees will drown. 


Message 

The government is reopening 
detention camps to send a 
message to refugees. 

The day before the 
demonstration the killer of 
anti-fascist rapper Pavlos Fyssas 
is set to be released. 

The justice system has 
shamefully dragged its feet in 
prosecuting the fascist Golden 
Dawn party, and now the 
18 months he can be held 
without trial are up. 

But the anti-fascist movement 
will be there. 

We won’t leave the fascists any 
space. 

Petros is an Athens councillor and 


coordinator of Keerfa, Greece's leading 
anti-fascist organisation 


IN BRIEF 


south Yorkshire Police gave 
‘Inaccurate’ stats on abuse 


SOUTH Yorkshire 
Police (SYP) was 
accused of letting down 
victims of child sexual 
exploitation last week. 

Figures given to 
the BBC showed that 
SYP received 695 
complaints over a 
three-year period and 
made 46 charges—a 
6.6 percent charge 
rate. 

The charge rate for 
Greater Manchester 
was 24.6 percent while 
the Metropolitan Police 
had a 20.3 percent 
charge rate. 

SYP then said the 
figures given to the 
BBC were inaccurate 
due to a “clerical 
error”. It said there 
were 681 offences and 
177 people charged. 

The Crown 
Prosecution Service 
said SYP brought 
among the fewest 
prosecutions of child 
abusers in the past 
three years. 


‘Stunning’ 
rapid rate 


LAST MONTH was 
the hottest February 
worldwide on record, 
smashing records by 
a “stunning” margin, 
according to Nasa. 

January had 
already broken the 
record to become 
the hottest for that 
month in a century of 
records, but February 
saw global average 
surface tempatures 
rise higher still. 

This vastly 
outstrips the effect 


‘Labour—don't steal 


LIBRARY workers 
in Lambeth, south 
London, were set to 
strike on Tuesday and 
Wednesday next week. 
The Labour-run 
council is facing fierce 
opposition to plans 
to close libraries and 
turn some into gyms. 
Campaigners met 
last week, bringing 
together groups 
around the borough’s 
ten libraries, to debate 
how to stop the 
closures. Sit-ins are 
possible before locks 
are put on the doors 


SYP chief constable David Crompton 


FIVE MEN anda 
woman have been 
charged with 53 
offences relating to 
alleged exploitation 
of girls in Sheffield. 
The offences, 
including rape 
and conspiracy to 
arrange or facilitate 
child prostitution, 
are alleged to have 


taken place between 
2005 and 2012. 

Those charged 
are Christopher 
Whiteley, Matthew 
Whiteley, Shane 
Whiteley, Amanda 
Spencer, Andrew 
Francis-Edge and 
Taleb Bapir. They 
will appear in court 
on 21 March. 


record shows 
of global warming 


It’s getting hot 


of the year’s El Nino 
climate phenomenon 
and points to an 
alarming acceleration 


of libraries on 1 April. 

The Unison union 
branch is consulting 
its whole council 
membership this week 
to strike in defence of 
libraries—it’s the first 
council-wide ballot 
over a local issue in 
over a decade. 

Labour councillors 
have dug their heels 
in despite a lack of 
public support. 

On Monday the 
campaign will deliver 
a 10,000-strong 
petition to the cabinet 
meeting telling them 


of global warming. 
Short of rapid and 
comprehensive action 
to stop greenhouse 
emissions it leaves 
no chance of meeting 
politicians’ target of 
capping warming at 
2 degrees Celsius. 
But the climate 
deal reached at Paris 
last December will 
only see emissions 
rise—makeing climate 
catastrophe harder 
than ever to avert. 
Dave Sewell 


libraries’ 


to think again. 
Activists pledged 
to up the ante against 
Labour and target 
its candidates for 
the May elections, 
including mayoral 
hopeful Sadiq Khan, 
to say, “Labour—don’t 
steal our libraries.” 
Unison’s leaders 
should vocally and 
publicly back its 
Lambeth branch 
striking to defend 
local services and 
help build pressure 
to beat back Labour’s 
cuts package. 


Socialist Worker 


WHAT WE THINK 


TORIES ARE ORGANISED— 
WE NEED TO BE TOO 


HOUSANDS OF 
people are furious at 
our rulers—from their 
treatment of refugees to 
the cuts that devastate 
lives while they bask in luxury. 

The question is what we can 
do about it. 

Tories sometimes act as if there 
is no opposition to their austerity. 
They revel, for example, in taking 
£30 a week from unemployed and 
disabled people. 

There has been an outpouring 
of solidarity for refugees. Yet the 
immigration debate can seem 
like it’s only between racists who 
want to drown them and bosses 
who want to exploit them. 

When supporters of Jeremy 
Corbyn speak out, the Labour 
right sneers that they are out of 
touch with reality. The corporate 
media pile on myths, scapegoating 
and ideology that justify the 
attacks. 

It’s easy to lose sight of the 
other side’s weaknesses—and our 
side’s strengths. 

The number of refugees taken 
in by countries such as Germany 
last year put Britain to shame. But 
this wasn’t out of the goodness of 
the politicians’ hearts. 

It was because refugees broke 


REVOLT 


ROMTHE US to Russia, the 
Fens: imperialist powers are 

carving up Syria at the Vienna 
“peace conference”. 

Whatever the outcome, it will 
not bring peace or social justice 
for ordinary Syrians who’ve 
already suffered four years of 
brutal civil war. 

But the horror that’s gripping 
Syria was not inevitable—and 
the real solution still lies with the 
masses. 

The Syrian revolution that 
began five years ago was a genuine 


As racists exploit the refugee crisis 
| BrianRichardson says it’s time to 
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through a wall. They brought a 
train taking them to detention 
camps to a halt. They marched 
down a motorway rather than be 
penned into a train station. 

The European Union has spent 
seven years pushing austerity onto 
Greece. Yet workers’ resistance 
has meant some of the cuts they 
demanded from the beginning still 
haven’t been put through. 

The French government is 
wobbling in the face of mass 
protests against its attempt to 
turn back the clock on workplace 
rights (see page |5). 

Here, the Tories are tearing 
themselves apart. 

Their divisions over Europe 
run deep. They are an expression 


We have to link 
up our struggles. 
We need ideas 
that point to a 


better society 
ae] 


of long term frustrations over 
economic stagnation, the decline 
of British imperial power, and 
their waning popular support. 

The Labour party 
establishment has been shaken 
by mass support for a left wing 
leader. 

The Tories have been forced 
into humiliating climbdowns over 
such issues as legal aid cuts, and 
trade unions have won important 
victories in local strikes. 

But union leaders have been 
reluctant to take more than 
token action at a national level. If 
workers fought back on a bigger 
scale we could win a lot more. 

The ruling class is organised. 
We need to be too. 

We need to link up our 
struggles into mass movements. 
We need to be able to take on 
the lies that divide us. 

We need ideas that point 
to a better society.And we 
need to be strong enough to 
overcome those who hold the 
struggle back. 

None of that is impossible, as 
victories of the past have proved. 
But it won’t be won in a day. Join 
the Socialist Workers Party today 
and be part of that struggle. 


Membership form on page 16 


CAN BRING HOPE 


popular revolt from below. 

Thousands took to the streets 
against the dictator Bashar 
al-Assad, inspired by the Tunisian 
and Egyptian revolutions. 

But Assad launched a sectarian 
civil war, which allowed groups 
such as Isis to grow. 

After the killings in Paris 
Western imperialist powers— 
including Britain—joined the 
bombing. Along with Russia, Iran, 
Turkey and other regional players, 
they are involved in a dangerous 
imperialist clash. 


But under the cover of a 
ceasefire, ordinary people 
have taken to the streets again 
demanding justice. In Egypt 
smaller protests and strikes are 
breaking out too. 

While not on the same 
scale as the Arab Spring, these 
protests show the potential for 
revolutionary change from below. 

The imperialists and dictators 
may have crushed the flowers, but 
they cannot stop the Spring. 


More online: Revolt and war in Syria 
five years on bit.ly/1SPk4Sq 
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ANALYSIS a. 
SIMON BASKETTER 


Connolly fought for 
a workers’ republic 


AS SEAN Mitchell’s new Rebel’s Guide to James Connolly 
puts it, “Connolly was an activist, a lifelong Marxist and 

a revolutionary socialist committed to the destruction of 
capitalism, both in Ireland and the world over.” 

Connolly played a central role in the 1916 Dublin Easter 
Rising. He was born in the slums of Edinburgh in 1868. By 
21 he had joined the Scottish Socialist Federation at a time of 
big debates in the socialist movement. 

The largest socialist party was the German Social 
Democratic Party. It was a mass organisation made up of 
workers, but it believed that a parliamentary majority was 
the route to socialism. In contrast Connolly pointed out, 

“The election of a Socialist to any public body at present is 
only valuable in so far as it is the return of a disturber of the 
political peace.” 

Connolly came to believe that socialism must rely on 
workers’ democracy and could only be won through their 
active struggle. 

Blacklisted out of work in 1896, he appealed to the 
socialist movement for a job. The only reply was a group 
of Dublin socialists. Connolly formed with them the Irish 
Socialist Republican Party. 

Sean says that Connolly was the key person to argue 
that the working class could lead the struggle for Irish 
independence by fighting for a workers’ republic. 

In his book Labour and Irish History, Connolly took apart 
the idea that Irish history was a seamless struggle of all 
classes uniting for freedom. It showed middle class leaders 
were repeatedly ready to compromise with the English rulers. 

Driven by poverty Connolly went to the US. He became a 
revolutionary trade unionist—a syndicalist. Inspired by mass 
strikes taking place as he arrived he joined the Industrial 
Workers of the World (IWW) union and became an organiser. 


Organisation 

The IWW argued that the development of revolutionary 
trade union organisation in one big union could lead to 
socialism.As Connolly wrote, “Every fresh shop or factory 
organised under its banner is a fort wrenched from the 
control of the capitalist class.” 

He concluded that political organisation was secondary 
and returned to Belfast in 1910 as the organiser of James 
Larkin’s Irish Transport and General Workers Union. A 
magnificent strike in 1907 united Protestant and Catholic 
workers, but after its defeat sectarianism rose. 

In 1913 Dublin employers set out to break the unions. Firm 
after firm locked out union members. In August Connolly 
moved to Dublin to help the workers. The lockout lasted eight 
months. Union leaders, including Connolly, were jailed and 
police murdered several strikers. 

In response Connolly formed the Irish Citizen Army—a 
working class militia—to defend “the right to work and eat 
and live”. Sean recounts how the 1913 defeat of the lockout 
had a huge impact. Radical syndicalism was a great organiser 
for going forward, it was less effective in retreat. 

The outbreak of the First World War saw socialist parties 
across Europe tear up pledges not to support a bosses’ war. 

Connolly was one of a handful of socialist leaders to 
oppose the war. “We serve neither King nor Kaiser”, adorned 
the Irish Worker newspaper that Connolly edited and the 
banner at union headquarters. 

He wrote, “When the bugles sounded out the first note for 
actual war, their notes should have been taken as a clarion 
call for revolution.” 

Connolly argued that Irish socialists and Republicans must 
strike a blow at British imperialism from the heart of empire. 
The Easter Rising was that blow. The Irish Citzens’ Army and 
the best republicans fought together against the British. 

Sean writes, “The British political and military 
establishment in Ireland were caught off guard by the Rising, 
and Connolly was right in the thick of the action. Those who 
survived recalled that he held no pretentions about his role, 
playing a full part in the fighting throughout.” 

Brutal repression from Britain crushed the rebellion and 
Connolly was executed. 

But as Sean puts it, “James Connolly has few equals in Irish 
history as a thinker, fighter and agitator.” 


A Rebel’s Guide to James Connolly is out now—just £3 from 
Bookmarks bookshop 0207 637 1848 bookmarksbookshop.co.uk 


SIMON WITH strikers last month (above). NUT union members want him back (below) 


Victimised rep faces new 
threat as strike suspended 


by SADIE ROBINSON 
EE } 


TEACHERS AT Small Heath 
School in Birmingham 
were set to hold a crucial 
meeting on Wednesday to 
discuss their continuing 
battle against bosses. 

The NUT union members 
have held three three-day 
strikes in defence of their 
victimised union rep Simon 
O’Hara. 

The national union sus- 
pended a fourth strike on 
Tuesday of last week as bosses 
lifted Simon’s suspension. 

This showed how flimsy 
that suspension was. 

The union was right to say 
the suspension was aimed at 
victimising an effective union 
rep. But bosses suspended 
Simon again on the same 
day, this time on the basis 
of a private email that was 
mistakenly sent to the wrong 
person. 

Their real reason remains 
the same—to try and weaken 
union organisation at Small 
Heath School. 


Called 
The union should not have 
called off the strike. But the 
fight can still be won. 
Teachers should vote for 
the union to ballot them 
as soon as possible for 
action against oppressive 
management. 
And any resolution to the 


dispute must include Simon’s 


reinstatement. The NUT 
should throw its resources 
behind this fight. 


It should go on the offen- 
sive in the media about 
conditions teachers face at 
the school. 

It should get strikers tour- 
ing schools in Birmingham 
and across Britain to put their 
case. 

It should call a national 
protest in Birmingham in 
support of Simon and Small 
Heath teachers. 


Demand 

It should demand that other 
trade unionists and cam- 
paigners get behind the 
dispute and raise solidarity. 

It is a matter of national 
importance that an activist is 
removed for carrying out the 
NUT’s policy. 

Strikes forced bosses to 
retreat on plans to turn the 
school into an academy and 
halted planned redundancies 
earlier this year. 

Hard-hitting action, such 
as an all-out strike, can beat 
them back. 

Workers have shown great 
courage and determination 
throughout this dispute. 

But union officials refused 
to sanction an overwhelm- 
ing vote to escalate the 
strikes. One teacher said this 
“knocked the stuffing” out of 
workers. 

Another said they felt that 


we 


“management are crowing” 
after the action was called 
off last week. 

Several teachers have told 
Socialist Worker they feel 
intimidated in the school, 
particularly since Simon was 
suspended in January. 


Planned 
They know that bosses will 
return to their planned 
attacks given the chance. 

One told Socialist Worker, 
“They want a new structure 
and a new timetable. 

“This will bring back the 
problem of redundancies.” 

Another said, “It will be 
catastrophic if we don’t win. 
Other schools turned into 
academies have become 
more regimented. 

“There’s a high staff 


Pictures: Guy SMALLMAN 


turnover and a high number 
of supply teachers. 

“The community doesn’t 
have a say in anything.” 

The battle at Small Heath 
is about more than defending 
one union rep. 

It is about defending the 
right of workers to organise 
collectively and defending 
education. 

That’s why the union 
needs to urgently step up the 
fight to win. 


Got a story? 


Email ideas to reports@ 
socialistworker.co.uk 
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Anger over 


austerity at % 
SNP’s party & 
conference [fj 


Celebratory party leaders failed to 
contain SNP delegates’ fury at cuts, 
reports Raymie Kiernan 


THE SCOTTISH National Party 
(SNP) is odds on to win parlia- 
mentary elections in May. But 
that didn’t stop tensions coming 
to the surface at the party’s con- 
ference in Glasgow last weekend. 

SNP leader Nicola Sturgeon 
told delegates that there will be “a 
new initiative to build support for 
independence”. 

SNP government “achievements” 
were recited faithfully to the crowd 
of up to 3,000. 

But frustrations simmered away. 

Dissenting delegate Dr Malcolm 
Kerr criticised the operation as 
“beginning to resemble the Labour 
Party during the Tony Blair era”. 

He condemned the “self-con- 
gratulatory” motions, of which 
80 percent were in the name of MPs 
and MSPs. 

The Isle of Arran delegate 
also challenged the exclusion of 
off-message topics such as local gov- 
ernment and further education. 

Around 20 branch motions 
calling for a ban on fracking—about 
a fifth of all motions received—were 
blocked. The leadership declared 
that discussing them would “not be 
appropriate”. 

The SNP Members Against 
Unconventional Gas group protested 
outside with anti-fracking activists. 
The party is vulnerable over the 
issue. 


Billionaire 
Last year “Frack Off’ was exploited 
as a key general election slogan. 

But Sturgeon’s relationship 
with billionaire energy boss and 
union-buster Jim Ratcliffe has been 
questioned. 

Frack Off Fife activist Audrey 
Egan was sceptical of the SNP 
government’s “moratorium” on 
fracking. It is funding test drill- 
ing as part of research and has 
postponed any final decision until 
after the election. 

Audrey thinks the SNP “is just 
buying time to create more loop- 
holes to allow unconventional gas 
extraction”. 

“There’s more than enough 


The Scottish National Party has 
posed left to win voters’ support 


Its membership has grown by 
90,000 since the independence 
referendum in 2014 


Labour lined up with the Tories 
to back a No vote—losing it many 
working class supporters 


But despite the rhetoric the 
SNP is an establishment party 
that has implemented cuts 


Frustration over the party's cuts 
and compromises were clear at 
its conference last weekend 


global evidence to show the meth- 
ods are unsafe,” she said. 

The SNP claims 
“anti-austerity”. 

But cuts in further education and 
the first national college strike in 
over 20 years this week (see pages 
10&11) gives the lie to this. 

There was real tension between 
delegates and education minister 
Angela Constance at an EIS union 
fringe meeting. 

SNP members working in schools 
and colleges barely contained their 
anger at rising workloads and cuts. 
They know that SNP Holyrood, not 
Tory Westminster, is to blame. 

One Glasgow college lecturer 
told Socialist Worker that a lot of 
lecturers sympathise with the SNP. 

She said, “Some have lent their 
votes to us. And there are even 
members of our own looking at this 
dispute and wondering what Angela 
is doing about it. 

“If the party’s not careful we 
could lose a lot of support over 
this—and they’d be right. It’s a dis- 
grace and we should get it sorted.” 

Uncritical support for the SNP 
will not hold politicians to account 
and weakens the struggle against 
austerity. 


On other pages... 
Ly More cuts to come in George 
Osborne's budget >>Page 20 
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STRIKING JANITORS take their message to council bosses 


Picture: Duncan BRowN 


Glasgow school janitors strike over 
pay as council agrees new cuts deal 


PRIMARY SCHOOL breakfast 
clubs in Glasgow were cancelled 
on Monday of this week as 
school janitors began a three-day 
walkout. 

The 130 Unison union members 
escalated their dispute with bosses 
at Glasgow council-owned firm 
Cordia after several weeks of 
action short of strikes. 

Janitors demand the same pay 
as other workers who also do dirty 
or physically demanding jobs. It 
can mean an extra £1,000 a year. 

Cordia bosses have refused to 
budge. 

Strikers lobbied the council 
on Monday chanting, “justice for 
jannies” and protested at Cordia 
HQ on Tuesday. 

Their dispute mirrors CCTV 
workers at another council arms- 
length firm, Community Safety 
Glasgow. 

They were set to begin a 48- 
hour strike this Thursday—their 
second walkout in two weeks. 

CCTV workers want the same 
unsocial hours payments as council 
employees they sit next to during 
their shifts, worth £7,500 a year. 

Victories for these two relatively 
small disputes would be a boost for 
all Glasgow council workers. 


A Glasgow Unison steward told 
Socialist Worker, “The council is 
driving down conditions. It doesn’t 
want examples of workers winning 
as it launches a new attack. 

“The janitors and CCTV staff 
are demanding existing conditions 
available to others. 

“But bosses want to chip away 
at those.” 

After a £500 million cut to local 
government from the SNP Scottish 
government Glasgow councillors 
debated how to implement another 
austerity budget last week. 


Slash 


Proposals from Labour, the SNP 
and the Greens all meant cuts. 

Labour voted through its cuts 
package. It wants to slash at least 
£130 million and 1,500 jobs in the 
next two years. 

Homelessness, mental health 
and addiction services are under 
threat. 

The cost of breakfast clubs for 
school children will double and 
janitors will be cut from one per 
school to four per five schools. 

Unison said there will be cuts to 
public holidays and cuts to annual 
leave for new starts. 

Unison is consulting 1,200 


members in residential care 

on industrial action and wider 
consultation could soon follow. 
GMB union members recently 
voted for strikes in a consultative 
ballot. 

Workers’ resistance can halt the 
cuts and coordinated strikes across 
the council could help lead wider 
resistance against austerity. 


Send messages of support to strikers 
at enquiries@glasgowcityunison.co.uk 
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Protests 
spark chaos 
at Trump's 
ralliesinUS 


The Chicago protests marked a 
shift—and put Donald Trump on the 
defensive, says Charlie Kimber 


PROTESTERS LAST week forced 
racist thug Donald Trump to close 
down one of his rallies at the 
University of Illinois in Chicago. 

Trump, the frontrunner to be 
Republican Party presidential can- 
didate, abandoned his meeting 
because of a demonstration by 
thousands outside the arena and 
hundreds of protesters inside. 

It is a massively welcome 
development. 

Trump’s rallies frequently see 
counter-mobilisations. The Chicago 
one was different because of the 
scale of the protest. 

Students started organising as 
soon as the rally was announced. 
Over 50,000 people signed a petition 
calling on the college’s administra- 
tion to cancel the event. 

The protest brought together 
people who have been involved in 
Black Lives Matter protests, Bernie 
Sanders supporters and many 
others. 

Trump was thrown on to the 
defensive by his defeat in Chicago, 
but has predictably responded with 
more threats. 

The next day at his rally in Kansas 
City, Trump was unable to speak for 
about 15 minutes because of pro- 
tests. He insisted that the police 
arrest protesters. “I hope these guys 
get thrown into a jail,” he said. 

“They'll have to explain to mom 
and dad why they have a police 
record and why they can’t get a job.” 


Arrested 
The cops pepper sprayed demon- 
strators and arrested several people. 

Trump has also defended John 
McGraw who punched a black 
demonstrator in North Carolina last 
week and later said, “He deserved 
it. The next time we see him, we 
might have to kill him.” 

Trump added that he had 
asked his team to look into paying 
McGraw’s legal fees. 

Another major anti-Trump pro- 
test is scheduled for New York 
this Saturday, a few hours after 
anti-racist protesters march in 
London, Glasgow and Cardiff. 


_BACK STORY 


The US presidential election is 
set to take place on 8 November 
@Donald Trump is the 
frontrunner to be the Republican 
Party’s candidate 

@He has used his campaign 
rallies to whip up racism and 
target Muslims 

@A protest by thousands of anti- 
racists forced Trump to abandon 
arally in Chicago last week 
@And Democrat hopeful Bernie 
Sanders, who calls himself a 
socialist, is winning support 


Meanwhile Bernie Sanders’ cam- 
paign for the Democratic Party 
nomination received a big boost. 

His win in the state of Michigan 
last week was described by one 
respected analyst as “one of the 
greatest shockers in presidential 
primary history”. 

Just days before polls had shown 
the establishment candidate Hillary 
Clinton 21 percentage points ahead. 

Sanders, who calls himself a 
socialist, won because he connected 
with the hatred of the political elite 
and rising inequality. 

He also won the Arab-American 
vote. This shocked much of the 
media who believed such voters 
would not back a Jew. 

In Dearborn, whose popula- 
tion is 40 percent Arab-Americans, 
Sanders secured 7,100 votes to 
Clinton’s 4,700. 

Sanders is partly reflecting the 
radicalisation that was also shown 
in Chicago. This is of greater long 
term significance than the Sanders 
campaign. 

The crushing frustration is that 
instead of giving it further momen- 
tum, he is on course to lead it back 
into the dead end of the Democratic 
Party. 


SW More online 


+ Bernie Sanders’ shock win in 
Michigan bit.ly/22fvq4J 


INTERNATIONAL@@% 


PROTESTERS CELEBRATED after they forced Donald Trump to cancel a rally in Chicago last week 


PALESTINE 


West Bank teachers’ strike fuels a 
deep crisis for Palestinian Authority 


a NICK CLARK 


A MONTH-LONG teachers’ strike 
in the West Bank has exposed 
growing dissatisfaction among 
Palestinians with the governing 
Palestinian Authority (PA). 

Around 35,000 teachers had 
been on indefinite strike since the 
middle of February when they 
agreed to suspend the action for 
one week last Sunday. 

Strikers want the PA to give 
them a pay increase originally 
promised in 2013. 

But the strike has taken on a 
wider significance after growing 
larger and becoming more 
militant. 

Leaders of the teachers’ union 
resigned last month after strikers 
rejected a deal cut with the PA to 
end the strike. 

The strikers elected their own 
representatives, criticising the 
union leaders for being too close 
to the PA. 

They have staged mass protests 
including a 20,000-strong 
demonstration outside the PA’s 
cabinet headquarters in the city of 
Ramallah. 

The protests defied roadblocks 


set up by PA forces. Some strikers 
have been arrested by PA forces in 
night-time raids. 

Strikers are also demanding 
that women teachers get the same 
benefits as men. 

The strike’s slogan, dignity for 
the teachers, has come to embody 
resistance to the poverty which 
many Palestinians suffer. 

The PA has pointed to the 
Israeli occupation and a fall in 
international aid as reasons for not 
paying the increase. 


Reforms 

But the PA has implemented 
economic reforms that benefit 
Israeli and Western businesses and 
the Palestinian ruling class, but 
leave the majority of Palestinians 
impoverished. 

And its leaders try to contain or 
suppress resistance to the Israeli 
occupation in the hope that Israel 
will let them establish a Palestinian 
state. 

Figures revealed earlier this year 
show that the PA spends as much 
on its security forces as it does on 
health and education combined. 

It has used these security forces 
to suppress the strike. 

Now the PA faces a growing 


crisis as it has failed to contain 
recent resistance. Teachers 
suspended their strike after PA 
president Mahmoud Abbas agreed 
to some of their demands. 

But the strike could resume if 
teachers are not given their full 
pay increase—deepening the PA’s 
crisis. 
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What EU 
on about? 


I WOULD be the last to say 
the European Union (EU) is 
perfect, and among the first 
to denounce the problems 
within it. But I will vote to 
Remain in the EU. 

Not because of David 
Cameron’s false promises 
but because I believe the 
EU can be made better. 
This will not happen if we 
make a swift exit. 

We'll still be part of the 
World Trade Organisation. 
We'll still have a useless 
government with a right 
wing boosted by a Leave 
vote. 

The EU has many 
detrimental policies but 
without it Britain would 
have little voice in the 
wider world. 

An official in China has 
reminded us, “Britain is a 
very small country”. 

Corruption will not 
simply vanish and may get 
worse. Politicians will use 
British nationalism to 
manipulate the masses. 
Many of our human rights 
are tied up with EU law. 

The EU may just be 
symbolic. But at a time 
when people are running 
out of organisations to trust 
a little symbolism might be 
just what we need. 

Katie Morris 
Glasgow 


Under no 
illusions 


ALEX CALLINICOS writes, 
“the EU’s ‘internationalism’ 
is a liberal myth” (Socialist 
Worker, 3 March). Does he 
seriously imagine socialists 
are voting to Remain 
because they have illusions 
in the EU? 
@jpepin 
on Twitter 


@THE STRUGGLES we face 
in Britain against austerity 
and low wages are exactly 
the same as those faced by 
workers across Europe. 

These struggles need to 
be united by socialists 
putting forward a European 
wide programme. We need 
common plans for work 
rights, welfare, pensions 
and production. 

Arguing for Britain to 
Leave the EU takes us away 
from such an approach. 

Leaving would be a 
victory for the right and 
endanger the substantial 
work rights won via the EU. 

We should counterpose 
the idea of a United 
Socialist States of Europe to 
the present corporate EU. 

Derek Cattell 
Durham 
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Unions must fight back now 


Or perish 


THE TORIES’ trade union bill was 
debated in the House of Lords 
again on Wednesday. 

This is an attack on the last 
bastion of resistance to the Tories’ 
destruction of public services. 

The Tories want to decimate all 
opposition. As Unite union leader 
Len McCluskey said, they want us 
“to bend our knees” and know our 
place. It is time to stand up united 


and say we bend our knee to none. 


So why aren’t unions fighting 
back? 

I was involved from day one in 
the historic 90-day strike at 
privatised Care UK in Doncaster in 
2014. We fought defiantly against 
terrible cuts to our livelihoods. We 
also had to fight internal politics 


Law fails low paid women 


THE EQUALITY Act 
regulations for 2016 come 
into force this October. 

They will compel private 
and voluntary sector 
employers who employ 
more than 250 workers in 
Britain to publish details of 
wage differentials between 
men and women. 

Presumably this is meant 
to shame employers into 
taking action to close the 
gap. But the legislation 
carries no penalties to force 
employers to pay women 
the same wage as their 
male counterparts. 

It will be absolutely no 
help to thousands of 
women who find 


from within our own union Unison 
before we got the support needed. 

At the height of our dispute we 
got widespread backing from the 
rank and file. It showed me what 
solidarity can achieve. Our fight 
resonated across the country. 

But local MP and then Labour 
leader Ed Miliband never showed 
his face on our picket line. He 
feared it would damage his chance 
of becoming prime minister. 

The union hierarchy could have 
upped its game. It could have 
called action in other regions. To 
our immense disappointment, this 
was never forthcoming. 

At Unison’s conference I warned 
that our union pioneers would 
turn in their graves at the lack of 


under Tory attack 


resistance today. I’ve seen apathy 

and indifference from some in the 
unions—and even “gravy trainers” 
who’ve no place in our movement. 

The Tory attack on unions is 
premeditated. It comes at a time 
when the number of strikes is a 
fraction of what it once was. 

Yet almost 70 percent of the 
public support the junior doctors’ 
dispute. Again we have an 
opportunity to seize the moment 
and push back Tory legislation. 

For the TUC the day of 
reckoning is now. If it doesn’t 
make a stand, the days of unions 
as a voice of the working class will 
be over. That would be a tragedy. 

Roger Hutt 
Doncaster 


Who’s afraid of Tories’ 
fake ban on boycotts? 


ILLUSTRATION: TIM SANDERS 
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Women on strike for better pay 


themselves at the bottom of 
the wage league tables. 

Yet again the law has 
abjectly failed to protect 
women’s rights. 


LABOUR’S London mayoral 
candidate Sadiq Khan has 
changed his mind about the 
Boycott, Divestment and 
Sanctions (BDS) campaign 
against Israel. 

He supported this 
non-violent activity against 
the Israeli state as it rained 
bombs on Gaza. Now his 
electoral calculations have 
led him to believe it doesn’t 
“help us achieve peace” and 
that “we must not turn our 
face against Israel”. 

Turning his face against 
Palestinian victims of Israeli 
ethnic cleansing, illegal 


settlement building, endless 
war, occupation and 
blockade is apparently fine. 

He can’t use the excuse 
of boycott being illegal. 

The government is trying 
to intimidate councils out 
of stopping tenders going to 
companies that violate 
human rights, as in Israel. 

But the law allows for 
firms to be excluded from 
public procurement if they 
commit “gross misconduct”. 

BDS will continue— 
without Khan’s support. 

Miriam Scharf 
East London 


Justa 
thought... 


Don’t make a 
nuclear error 


THE DELUDED Tories are 
obsessed with nuclear 
weapons and reactors. 

Mesmerised by the 
nuclear illusion, they 
made a catastrophic deal 
with the increasingly 
rickety French firm EDF 
to build new reactors. 

The grubby Tories do 
not like renewables such 
as wind and solar. 

But without these 
innovations we cannot 
avoid the tragedy of the 
global warming and toxic 
nuclear waste. Nuclear 
capitalism is an abyss. 

Zekria Ibrahimi 
by email 


New politics 
vs. austerity 


YOU ASK “What would 
anti-austerity economics 
look like?” (Socialist 
Worker, 3 March). 

Austerity sucks for 
millions. Bankers make 
us bankrupt and the poor 
suffer for their greed. 

| hope a new politics 
is beginning to emerge 
that isn’t based on 
crumbs fallen from the 
rich man’s table. 

Andrew Medlicott 

on Facebook 


Picture: PAULA Peters 


a - 
Protester in an lain Duncan 
Smith mask. Report at 
bit.ly/1TwjkCG 


PROOF THAT lain 
Duncan Smith reads 
@socialistworker! 
@wylie_alan 
on Twitter 


We support 
junior docs 


SOLIDARITY COMRADES 

keep fighting 
@bobcrowscousin 

on Twitter 


ACROSS THE spectrum 

we are all with you 
@publicelder 

on Twitter 


Socialism in 
Ireland next? 


| READ your report 
on “Ireland’s political 
revolution” (Socialist 
Worker, 3 March). | only 
hope that socialism can 
take off now. 

@Bedzy991 
on Twitter 
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FEATURE 


CUTS 


THAT 
FAIL 
OUR 
CLASS 


The struggle to defend education is taking off in England 
and Scotland. Sadie Robinson and Raymie Kiernan 
spoke to lecturers and students about how austerity is 
wrecking education—and how they’re fighting back 


HE BATTLE to defend 

education is on—and it’s 

a fight everyone needs 

to get behind. Tory cuts 

to sixth form colleges 

will snatch away working 
class people’s access to education. 
London schools could also face over 
20 percent cuts under a new fund- 
ing formula (see top right). 

And Scottish lecturers are fighting 
to defend a further education sector 
savaged by the Scottish National 
Party (see bottom right). 

Eileen Imlah is the EIS-Fela union 
branch secretary at New College 
Lanarkshire. She told Socialist Worker 
that a combination of mergers and cuts 
had caused “an unprecedented level of 
change to every aspect of college life”. 

She added, “Courses have been cut 
for financial, not academic reasons— 
and courses for students with addi- 
tional support needs and returning 
adults are the hardest hit.” 

Michael Shepherd, an NUT union 
rep at north London’s Islington Sixth 
Form College, described a similar sit- 
uation in England. “The government 
talks about equality, but the cuts will 
affect students from more working 
class backgrounds,” he said. 

In England, sixth form colleges 
have suffered real terms cuts of 14 
percent under the Tories. Some will 
have lost a third of their funding 
between 2011 and 2016. 

Duncan Blackie, a sixth form col- 
lege lecturer in Sheffield, said, “In 
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EIS union activist Eileen Imlah 


one year students lost 8 percent 
teaching time because of funding 
cuts. A majority of teaching staff 
felt compelled to become part time 
because of the workload.” 

Tom Woodcock from Cambridge 
told Socialist Worker the cuts could 
harm students’ wellbeing. He said, 
“Previously I was responsible for a 
tutor group of around 20 students. 

“If they had health or mental 
health problems, I had time to talk to 
them about it. If they were missing 
lessons, I could ring the parents and 
have a discussion. 

“Now we have nine support staff 
who do this work, instead of 120 
teachers.” 

Islington Sixth Form College stu- 
dent Conor said, “Class sizes are 
quite big now. Trips are no longer 
subsidised as they were before. Now 
things are either more expensive or 
they don’t exist. Instead of going 
places and learning, you’re just read- 
ing about them in books.” 

Sixth form college cuts dispropor- 
tionately hit working class and poorer 
students. Some 11 percent were eli- 
gible for free school meals at 15, 
compared to 8 percent of students in 
academies. 

Duncan said, “School sixth forms in 
middle class schools will stay, but my 
sixth form college is under threat.” 

The government wants to make 
further cuts of 8 percent to sixth 
form college funding. A Sixth Form 
Colleges Association survey last year 


Ministers claim 
cuts are down to 
employers and 
want to distance 
themselves 


found that 72 percent of sixth form 
colleges had cut courses due to fund- 
ing cuts since 2011. 

Duncan said this would lead to a 
two-tier system where top colleges 
“maintain full academic provision” 
and those for working class students 
see courses slashed. 

Tom explained that “many courses 
are already being taught below the rec- 
ommended number of learning hours.” 

The cuts could force many colleges 
to close altogether. There were over 
120 sixth form colleges in 1992— 
now there are 93. 

But NUT members across England’s 


ISLINGTON NUT campaigning 
for action to defend sixth form 
education in north London (left). 
Students joined protests in 
Lewisham, south London, in 2015 
(right) 


sixth form colleges struck against 
these attacks on Tuesday of this week. 

Ken Muller, joint divisional secre- 
tary of Islington NUT, told Socialist 
Worker, “This is the first time the 
NUT has taken national action since 
the pay campaign in 2013. 

“In the past sixth form college 
teachers haven’t been at the forefront 
of resistance. But now they are lead- 
ing a battle to defend education.” 

Ken said, “This action can be a boost 
to all those arguing for a return to 
national strikes over teachers’ pay and 
conditions and in defence of education. 

Conor added, “I haven’t heard any- 
body who’s been against the strike. 
That’s quite surprising because 
A-Levels are coming up and people 
are preparing for exams. 

The government lost a legal chal- 
lenge to the ballot on Monday of this 
week. It argued that the strike was 
not a genuine trade dispute but a 
“political” dispute. 

Tom said, “The government wants 
to wash its hands of this and say it’s 
nothing to do with them 

“It says this isn’t a trade dispute 
because it isn’t about terms and con- 
ditions, but of course the funding cut 
is an attack on conditions.” 

The government claims the cuts 
are down to individual employers. 
It wants to distance itself from sixth 
form colleges because its aim is not to 
be responsible for them at all. 

The Sixth Form Colleges 
Association pointed out that Sixth 


Form Colleges have suffered deeper 

budget cuts than any other group of 

institutions. This reflects a nasty ideo- 

logical agenda. 

Ken said, “They are pressurising 
sixth forms to become academies. 

“They’re telling 

sixth forms that 

if they become an 

academy, they won’t 

have to pay VAT. 

That’s about 4 percent 

they’d get back on any 


expenditure.” 
5 Tom agreed. “This is 


not about saving money. 
In the Autumn Statement 
the Tories said they 


cal colleges. New colleges 


R wanted 500 new techni- 


are being set up—run by 
private firms or trusts. 


= “We’ve got a university 


§ #) technical college on our 
i 4 site, run by a trust. The col- 
) lege gave it the land for free. 
\) It’s got brand spanking new 

| | buildings but hardly anyone 
IF in them. It’s got 150 students. 
We've got two and a half 
: thousand. 
> “The drive is not to a better 
) quality of education. The Tories 
want sixth forms to be part of multi- 
academy trusts because then they 
can take over the buildings and the 
assets. 

“And they want to make it impos- 
sible for sixth forms to stand alone.” 


= 


Socialist Worker 


Fuming at funding fallacy 


THE TORIES claim their new 
funding formula will get rid of 
“historical inequalities” in the 
funding system based on out of date 
demographic calculations. 

Put simply this means some 
schools get more money to 
compensate for deprivation—and 
now the Tories want to take it away. 

Education secretary Nicky Morgan 
said schools should have a flat 
per-pupil fund which can be topped 
up if schools meet certain criteria. 

The planned change is also geared 
towards weakening the link between 
schools and local authorities. 
Currently local authorities can 
decide how school funds are 
distributed across a local area. 

The Tories moan that this can lead 
to discrepancies. 

The NUT union pointed out that 
the national funding formula would 
“remove most local decision making” 
from schools funding. 

What schools really need is more 
money. But the Tories have declared 
that schools will not be funded to 
cover inflation and other rising 
costs—meaning a cut of 8 percent in 


real terms. 

The NUT said, “Areas which 
appear likely to gain funding under 
a new funding formula will in fact 
be worse off. 

“Reallocated inadequate levels of 
overall funding will not address the 
funding crisis in education.” 

The NUT used estimates from 
the £40 group of local authorities to 
look at the impact of the funding 
formula in London local authorities. It 
adjusted the figures to take account of 
the forecast CPI rate of inflation. 

The figures show that 18 local 
authorities face cuts of 
10 percent or more. Southwark faces 
an estimated cut of 20.1 percent and 
Hackney 22.4 percent. 

And the reality could be even 
worse—as the figures don’t take 
account of increased costs relating 
to pensions and National Insurance. 


Suffering at the hands of 
the SNP’s college cuts 


SCOTTISH LECTURERS are 
fighting to defend further 
education from college bosses and 
the Scottish National Party (SNP). 
They were set to stage the biggest 
walkout in Scotland in over 

20 years on Thursday. 

A college mergers programme 
has brought shiny new buildings 
to some campuses, but cuts of a 
third have been devastating. 

Student numbers have 
plummeted under the SNP— 
part-time students have halved 
and those aged 25 or older has 
fallen by 41 percent. 

The mergers have meant the 
loss of many experienced staff— 
thousands of college workers’ jobs 
have gone under the SNP’s plan to 
make colleges “more efficient”. 

Heavier workloads, bigger 
classes and fewer resources have 
left many staff struggling to cope 
and suffering from stress. 

EIS-Fela union branch secretary 
Eileen explained, “Many lecturers 
sacrifice their home and family 
time to ensure the success of 
their students. But it is inevitable 
that they can’t devote the same 
time to dealing with the students’ 
concerns as they feel they need.” 

One Glasgow college principal 
had the cheek to tell the Scottish 
parliament last month that the 
mergers had been “a success story 
for students, the sector and staff”. 

For new college heads 
enjoying six-figure 
salaries, or former 
principals who 
looted college funds 
on their way out, 
it has undoubtedly 
been a success. 

But workers have 
suffered pay insults 
year after year. The 


e1S 


SNP promised a return to national 
bargaining over pay and has 
failed to deliver. Bosses’ group 
Colleges Scotland has dragged 
its heels. Individual maverick 
colleges have refused to take part. 
Now bosses are imposing a 
1 percent pay deal. They claim 
there’s no money available. But 
colleges squirreled away millions 
into Arm’s Length Trusts before 
they came back under public 
control. 


Underspent 

Millions more are held in historic 
surpluses and the Scottish 
government education budget is 
underspent. It is a lie that they 
cannot afford the £15 million to 
settle the lecturers’ claim. 

“We have been misled,” Eileen 
argued. “After 15 months of 
negotiations they weren’t willing 
to bargain, and instead threaten 
to impose a settlement. 

“We were promised national 
bargaining. What they have 
set up is neither national nor 
bargaining!” 

Lecturers are right to strike. 
Their strategy of escalating to two 
days next week and to follow this 
with three-day strikes every week 
deserves huge support. 

Trade union leaders have 
spoken about mobilising the full 
force of the movement to defend 

trade union rights when the 
Trade Union Bill comes 
into force. 
.  What’s different 
) about the bosses and 
| SNP imposing this pay 
deal? 
Union leaders must 
maximise solidarity 
and throw their weight 
behind the lecturers. 
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These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 


INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 

Under capitalism workers’ labour 
creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and democratically plans how they 
are used. 


REVOLUTION NOT REFORM 
The present system cannot be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say. 

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating anew society. 


THERE IS NO 

PARLIAMENTARY ROAD 

The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 
They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers. 

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
aworkers’ militia. 

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system. 


INTERNATIONALISM 

The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries. 

We oppose racism and 
imperialism.We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine 
national liberation movements. 

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country. 

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
asimilar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 
We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. We are for an end 
to all forms of discrimination 
against lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender people. 

We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference. 


THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY 
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 
Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class. 
We have to prove in practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own interests. 
We have to build a rank and file 
movement within the unions. 


To join us, turn to page 16 or go to 
Www.swp.org.uk 

or phone 020 7840 5602 for 
more information 


WHAT’S ON$ 


{ SOCIALIST WORKER 
PUBLIC MEETINGS 


GLASGOW 

The EU —aleft case for exit 
With Joseph Choonara 

Wed 23 Mar,7.30pm, 

The Mercure Hotel, 

Ingram St,G1 1DQ 

LEEDS: CITY CENTRE 
Marxism and women’s 
liberation 

Thu 24 Mar, 7pm, 

The Swarthmore Education 
Centre, 2-7 Woodhouse Square, 
LS31AD 

MANCHESTER 

The EU referendum—the 
case fora left exit 

Wed 14 Apr, 7pm, 

Friends Meeting House, 

6 Mount St, 

M25NS 


{ SOCIALIST WORKER 
BRANCH MEETINGS 


Weekly meetings to discuss 
political issues and our local 
interventions. All welcome. 


ABERDEEN 

Fascism —what it is and how 
to fight it 

Thu 24 Mar, 6pm, 

The Snug, 

Ma Cameron’s, 

6-8 Little Belmont St, 

AB10 1JG 

BARNSLEY 

The internationalist case for 
leaving the European Union 
Thu 24 Mar,6.30pm, 

YMCA, 

Blucher St, 

S70 1AP 

BRADFORD 

The economics of the 
madhouse 

Wed 30 Mar, 7pm, 

Glyde House, 

Little Horton Lane, 

BD50BQ 

BRIGHTON 

Fighting the system 

Wed 23 Mar,7.30pm, 

Friends Meeting House, 

Ship St, 

BN1 1AF 


BRISTOL 

The 1930s revolution and 
reaction—lessons for today 
Wed 23 Mar, 7.30pm, 

YHA, 14 Narrow Quay, 
BS14QA 

CARDIFF 

The internationalist case for 
leaving the European Union 
Wed 23 Mar, 7.30pm, 
Cathays Community Centre, 
Cathays Terrace, 

CF24 4HX 

CHESTERFIELD 

Is opposing Israel 
antisemitic? 

Thu 24 Mar, 7.30pm, 
Chesterfield Library, 

New Beetwell St, 

$40 1QN 

COLCHESTER 

Marxism, sexuality and 
gender 

Wed 23 Mar, 7.30pm, 

The Odd One Out, 

28 Mersea Rd, CO2 7ET 
COVENTRY 

The rise of the Nazi Front 
National in France—how can 
it be stopped? 

Wed 23 Mar, 7.30pm, 

West Indian Centre, 

159 Spon St, 

CV13BB 

DERBY 

Marxism and the fight for 
LGBT+ liberation 

Thu 24 Mar, 7pm, 

West End Community Centre, 
Mackworth Rd, DE22 3BL 
DONCASTER 

Marxism and disability 

Wed 23 Mar, 7.30pm, 
Women’s Centre, 

21 Cleveland St, 

DN13EH 

DUNDEE 

Is Bernie Sanders the US’s 
Jeremy Corbyn? 

Wed 23 Mar, 7.30pm, 
Dundee Voluntary Action, 

10 Constitution Rd, DD1 1LL 
EDINBURGH 

The radical left and the fight 
against austerity in Ireland 
Wed 23 Mar, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House, 

7 Victoria St, EH1 2UL 


Email your meetings to events@socialistworker.co.uk or phone 020 7840 5600 


EUROPEAN GOVERNMENTS leave refugees out in the cold 


ESSEX 

Bernie Sanders—could there 
be ared in the White House? 
Thu 7 Apr, 7.30pm, 

Friends Meeting House, 
Rainsford Rd, 

CM12QL 

GLASGOW:SOUTH 

Is Bernie Sanders the US’s 
Jeremy Corbyn? 

Thu 31 Mar, 7.30pm, 
Govanhill Baths, 

99 Calder St, 

Govanhill 

G427RA 

HULL 

The EU —a left case for exit 
Thu 21 Apr, 7.30pm, 

Grafton Hotel, 

114-116 Grafton St, 
HU52NP 

LANCASTER 

Is Bernie Sanders the US’s 
Jeremy Corbyn? 

Thu 24 Mar, 7pm, 

Friends Meeting House, 
Meeting House Lane, 
LA1L1TX 

LIVERPOOL 

Treland—the Easter Rising 
100 years on 

Thu 24 Mar, 7.30pm, 

The Caledonia, 

22 Caledonia St, 

L77DX 

LONDON: BRENT AND HARROW 
The 1916 Easter Uprising 
and Ireland’s revolutionary 
tradition 

Thu 24 Mar, 7.30pm, 

The Pepperpot Centre, 
laThorpe Close, 

Ladbroke Grove, 

W105XL 

LONDON: BRIXTON 

The Easter Rising 100 years 
on—TIreland’s revolutionary 
tradition 

Wed 23 Mar, 7pm, 

Vida Walsh Centre, 

2b Saltoun Rd, 

SW21EP 

LONDON: EALING 
Corbynomics—can it work? 
Thu 24 Mar, 7.30pm, 

West London Trade Union Club, 
33-35 High St, Acton, 
W36ND 


LONDON: HACKNEY 

James Connolly and the 
1916 Easter Rising 

Thu 24 Mar, 7.30pm, 

The Round Chapel, 

2 Powerscroft Rd, E5 OPU 
LONDON:HARINGEY 

Power to the people! The 
politics of the Black Panther 
Party 

Wed 23 Mar, 7.30pm, 

West Indian Cultural Centre, 
9 Clarendon Rd, 

N8 ODJ 

LONDON:ISLINGTON 
Capitalism vs the 

climate —how do we stop 
environmental disaster? 
Thu 24 Mar, 7pm, 

The Old Fire Station, 

84 Mayton St, N7 6QT 
LONDON: KINGSTON 

Trotsky and the politics of 
the united front 

Thu 24 Mar, 7pm, 

Kingston Quaker Centre, 
Fairfield East, KT1 2PT 
LONDON:LEWISHAM 
Refugees, racism and 

the state —the case for 
revolution 

Wed 23 Mar, 7.30pm, 

West Greenwich Community 
and Arts Centre, 

141 Greenwich High Rd, 
SE108JA 

LONDON:NEWHAM 

Treland’s Easter Rising 

100 years on 

Wed 23 Mar, 7pm, 

Stratford Advice Arcade, 
107-109 The Grove, 

E151HP 

LONDON: SOUTHWARK 

The Easter Rising 100 years 
on—Ireland’s revolutionary 
tradition 

Thu 31 Mar, 7pm, 
Camberwell Leisure Centre 
(Room 2), Artichoke Place (off 
Camberwell Church St), 
SE58TS 

LONDON:TOWER HAMLETS 
Bernie Sanders—could there 
be ared in the White House? 
Wed 23 Mar, 7pm, 

Oxford House, Derbyshire St, 
E26HG 


MEDWAY 

Is Bernie Sanders the US’s 
Jeremy Corbyn? 

Thu 24 Mar, 7.30pm, 

Nucleus Arts Centre 
(Conference Room), 

272 High St, ME44BP 
NEWCASTLE 

Are we heading for another 
economic slump? 

Thu 24 Mar, 7pm, 

Broadacre House, Market St, 
NE16HQ 

NORTHAMPTON 

The internationalist case for 
leaving the European Union 
Wed 13 Apr, 7.30pm, 

The Lab, 

95-97 Charles St, 

NN13BG 

NOTTINGHAM 

James Connolly and the 
1916 Easter Rising 

Wed 23 Mar, 7.30pm, 
International Community 
Centre, 61b Mansfield Rd, 
NG13FN 

PORTSMOUTH 

How do we unite and fight for 
a socialist world? 

Thu 23 Mar, 7.30pm, 
Somerstown Central, Rivers St, 
P05 4EY 

ST ALBANS 

The EU—aleft case for exit 
Thu 20 Apr, 7.30pm, 

Trinity Church Hall (upstairs), 
1 Beaconsfield Rd, AL1 3RD 
SWANSEA 

Human nature —are we too 
selfish for socialism? 

Thu 24 Mar, 7.30pm, 
Brynmill Community Centre, 
St Albans Rd, SA2 OBP 
WOLVERHAMPTON 
ANDWALSALL 

What would democracy look 
like ina socialist society? 
Wed 30 Mar, 7.30pm, 

Wild Bytes Cafe, 

Darlington St, WV1 4HW 
YORK 

Can there be arevolution 

in Britain? 

Wed 23 Mar, 7.30pm, 

Sea Horse Hotel, 

4 Fawcett St, 

Y0O10 4AH 


{MONET} 


NATIONAL 

March for Health, Homes, 
Jobs and Education 

Sat 16 Apr, 1pm, 

Gower St, Euston Rd, 
London, WC1. 

Called by the People’s 
Assembly. 

Go to thepeoplesassembly. 
org.uk 

Transport from across Britain 
Marxism Festival 2016— 
ideas to change the world 
Thu 30 Jun— Mon 4 July 
Central London. 
marxismfestival.org.uk 

or phone 020 7840 5620 
Five days of meetings 

and debates hosted by the 
Socialist Workers party 
BIRMINGHAM 

Stop Pegida in Birmingham 
Sat 2 Apr, 1pm, 
Birmingham. 

Go to Stop Pegida in 
Birmingham on Facebook 
on.fb.me/1TSHasO for more 
details or see uaf.org.uk 
LONDON 

Going Backwards on Climate 
Change 

Sun 8 May, 12 noon-2pm, 
central London. 
Campaigners will 

march backwards down 
Whitehall to protest at 
government backtracking 
on tackling climate change. 
Go to campaigncc.org/ 
goingbackwards for more 
details 


CONTACT 
THE SWP 


Phone 020 7840 5600 
Email 
enquires@swp.org.uk 
Post PO Box 71327, 
London SE11 9BW 


REVIEWS & CULTURE 


Tne bleakest of views trom 
inside Obama's White House 


A new documentary series examines the legacy of Obama’s presidency, laying 
bare its failure to deliver the change it promised, writes Josh Hollands 


THIS NEW four-part series from 
the BBC takes viewers behind 
the scenes of Barack Obama’s 
presidency. 

The first episode recalls the presi- 
dent’s initial 100 days in the White 
House, dealing with the financial 
crisis and attempting to keep the 
reforms he promised on track. 

The programme briefly recaps 
Obama’s promises to end the Iraq 
War, establish affordable healthcare 
for all and close the Guantanamo Bay 
torture camp. 

By the end of the episode it is clear 
that he could not deliver on the hope 
he inspired in millions. 

We see Obama’s team grappling 
with the economic crisis while unem- 
ployment soars and people default on 
mortgage repayments. 

When Obama tried to pass 
his economic stimulus package 
he had a Democratic majority in 
both the Senate and the House of 
Representatives. Yet he appeased 
Republicans with massive tax cuts, 
posing this as necessary to passing 
future liberal legislation. Yet still no 
Republican voted in support of it. 

In the programme we are privy to 
sanitised versions of the administra- 
tion’s history from the head of the 
CIA, Obama’s chief of staff, and eco- 
nomic advisers—all of whom appear 
uninspired. 


System 

This is followed by unsuccessful 
attempts to close Guantanamo Bay, 
and the equally unsuccessful endeav- 
our to pass a bill tackling climate 
change. 

The programme highlights the 
impossibility of changing the system 
from the inside. Obama rarely 
achieves his goals and in the rare 
moments he does we are told by nar- 
ration that it took several years. 

Republicans try to block any legis- 
lation set out by the administration, 
and the president has been willing to 
shelve reforms in favour of allowing 
banks and auto industry executives to 
receive bailouts. 

The documentary depicts a politi- 
cal establishment that transformed 
the optimism of 2008 into bailouts 
for the richest while Obama’s core 
constituencies were left picking up 
the pieces. This is the context for 
Bernie Sanders’ success. 

Further episodes explore Obama’s 
attempts to pass healthcare legisla- 
tion and respond to the Arab Spring. 
They also look at his secret nuclear 
negotiations with Iran, his struggle 
for gun control and his response to 
racism in America. 


Inside Obama’s White House begins on 
BBC 2 at 11.15pm, Wednesday 16 March 


HIS CHRIST on the Sea of Galilee (1853) 


Picture: THE MeTROPOLITAN Museum oF Art, New York 


Delacroix’s artistic feast for our eyes 


EXHIBITION 


DELACROIX AND THE RISE OF 
MODERN ART 

National Gallery, 

London WC2N 5DN. 

Until 22 May 

Tickets £16/£14/£8 inc donation 


THIS SUPERB exhibition explores 
early 19th century French painter 
Eugene Delacroix’s influence on 
the movements that would later 
transform modern art. 

The legend that surrounded 
him in life, the auction of his 
works after his death, and his 
art theory journals inspired 
generations of painters. 

Unable to transport some 
of Delacroix’s best-known 
paintings, the exhibition more 
than makes up for it with 
canvasses by other great artists 
that show their debt to him. 


His Christ on the Sea of Galilee 
(1853) was a reference for 
Vincent Van Gogh and Odilon 
Redon. The impressionists 
Renoir, Monet, Gaugin and 
Cezanne, the Pointillist Signac 
and the Fauvist Matisse are all 
here too. 

Delacroix used bold 
contrasting colours to make his 
subjects come alive. He often 
painted rapidly, and chose 
dynamic scenes of motion and 
struggle. 

He broke the conventions of 
popular genres. His historical 
scenes prioritised emotion over a 
clear story. 

He painted flowers vivid 
and three dimensional to 
reclaim them from respectable 
“hackwork”. 

In place of traditional scenes 
of ancient Greece and Rome he 
studied the “living antiquity” he 


saw in French-occupied North 
Africa. 

Though ground-breaking, 
these paintings partly look 
through the eyes of colonialism. 
They sadly inspired other artists 
to exploit the rest of the world 
for “exotic” inspiration. 

Delacroix lived in a time 
when new chemical paints 
and scientific theories were 
deepening the understanding of 
light and colour—something he 
studied intently. 

He also saw that seeing is an 
active process of the mind, not 
just a passive reflection of the 
image. 

So he tried to paint “a feast for 
the eyes” and convey “the music 
of painting” rather than a literal 
representation. This set the stage 
for the truly modern art of the 
decades after his death. 

Dave Sewell 
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TELEVISION 


ALIENS 
Tuesdays, 9pm on E4 


THIS NEW sitcom from the 
producers of Misfits is off to 
a promising start. 

In this alternate history, 
aliens landed in Britain in 
1977 and have subsequently 
been confined to a 
high-walled ghetto. 

There are clear echoes 
of the current treatment of 
migrants and refugees. It’s 
good to see a sitcom willing 
to address the key question 
of our times. 

Although the series creator 
Fintan Ryan claims it’s not a 
satire and “you can project 
whatever feelings you want 
on to it”. 

This ambivalence may 
lead it in some unfortunate 


Half alien Lewis 


directions, but the first 
episode bodes well. 

It focuses on Lewis, a 
bigoted border guard whose 
life quickly unravels when he 
discovers he is half alien. 

The misadventures of 
his drug-dealing sister then 
compel him to visit the 
ghetto and get intimate with 
some of his brethren. 

Although closest in theme 
to the South African film 
District 9, it’s milieu and tone 
are more akin to Misfits, or 
the earlier Shameless. 

It seems to share their 
belief in an underclass, but 
also their celebration of the 
humour and resilience of the 
dispossessed. 

It’s well worth a look. 

Ben Windsor 


THEATRE 


THE DAMNED UNITED 
West Yorkshire Playhouse, 
Leeds LS2 7UP. 

Until 2 April. 

Tickets from £10 to £29 
Derby Theatre, 

Derby DE1 2NF. 

7 until 16 April. 

Tickets from £15 to £26 
redladder.co.uk 


IN THEIR latest production, 
the radical Red Ladder 
Theatre Company present 
an innovative take on David 
Peace’s novel The Damned 
United about football 
manager Brian Clough’s 
efforts to redeem his 
reputation. 

This is the first theatre 
production of Peace'’s 
novel, and it brings to life 
the beauty and brutality of 
football. 
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IGHTING racism 
today involves 
understanding 
racism as one 
of the ways in 
which capitalism 


divides people. 

We're confronted all the 
time by the ways that racist 
ideas are used to divide 
and control us, whether it’s 
Donald Trump in the US or 
the refugee crisis in Europe. 

The common sense view 
is that racism is just a bad 
idea—it’s something that 
is wrong and that people 
should be equal. 

That’s something Marxists 
embrace. But the question is 
how to explain where racism 
comes from, how to under- 
stand it and how to fight it. 

If each of us lived for- 
ever we would understand 
exactly where racism came 
from and how it developed. 
Unfortunately, our lives— 
and memories—are much 
shorter and this allows the 
ruling class to present racism 
as being eternal. 

This is not the case. Racism 
has a historical origin which 
we can identify. Ancient socie- 
ties in Africa and Rome didn’t 
define people on the basis of 
skin colour or in terms of a 
static culture. 

But if racism hasn’t been 
with us forever, where did it 
come from? 

The revolutionary Karl 
Marx was clear that it ema- 
nated from the ruling class. He 
explained how “the ideas of the 
ruling class are the ideas which 
rule and shape societies.” This 
means that the way that society 
is organised shapes the way that 
people understand the world. 

Racism is one of these ideas. 
This doesn’t mean that individ- 
ual members of the ruling class 
necessarily make conscious 
decisions to be racist—although 
they often do. Racism develops 
through a historical process. 

Capitalism developed within 
the feudal system, and in oppo- 
sition to it. Early capitalists 
rebelled against the idea that 
kings were born to rule—and 
they won mass support on this 
basis. That’s why the US consti- 
tution famously says, “All men 
are created equal under God.” 


Equals 

But capitalism did not create 
a society of equals. Capitalists 
needed people to work in order 
to produce profits. So its ruling 
class needed new ways of divid- 
ing people in order to disguise 
the fundamental class division 
at its heart. 

In particular, it needed to 
reconcile slavery, the private 
ownership of human beings, 
within its moral system. This is 
where racism begins to develop. 

In his book Capitalism and 
Slavery, Eric Williams writes 
that “racism is a product of the 
need for labour from Africa in 
order to go to the ‘New World’.” 

Commodities such as sugar 
and tobacco needed huge 
amounts of labour to pro- 
duce them. Robin Blackburn 


Weyman Bennett 


estimates that over 12 million 
people were transported from 
Africa to America as slaves. 

The slave trade generated 
huge profits for the owners 
and bosses of the ships. To jus- 
tify the horror the ruling class 
declared that slaves were less 
than human. Edward Long, a 
slaver in Jamaica, said, “I’m apt 
to believe that Africans are like 
orangutans, that they are bio- 
logically inferior.” 

Capitalism creates division 
in society first—then ideas 


Racism is not 
part of human 
nature. It has a 
historical origin 


we can identify 
Eas 


SLAVE REVOLTS such as the 
Haitian revolution struck fear 
into the ruling classes 


Leading campaigner Weyman Bennett says Marxism can 
offer a unique insight into how racism is produced, why it 
evolves—and how workers can get rid of it for good 


develop as a means of justify- 
ing them. Racist ideas thus fol- 
lowed after slavery. 

It is not true that racism is 
a part of human nature. There 
is no biological basis for it. We 
can see this in the various forms 
that racism has taken. 

For instance, it’s not based on 
colour. Irish people and Jews 
have been victims of horrific 
racism. Racism is constantly 
shifting. Movements of resist- 
ance mean that particular forms 
of racism become discredited. 


But the changing needs of our 
rulers also play a crucial part. 
The end of slavery led to such 
a change. Capitalists in the US 
came to the conclusion that 
slavery was less profitable than 
paying someone a wage to work. 
As historian Manning 
Marable wrote, “The white 
North did not wage the Civil 
War ‘to free the slaves.’ Most 
Republicans, including Lincoln, 
expressed absolutely no support 
for the idea of social and politi- 
cal equality between the races.” 


Liberation 

It was the slave rebellions, work- 
ers in Manchester who sup- 
ported their struggle, and the 
international movement against 
slavery that made the end of 


slavery about human liberation. 


The forms of racism that 
dominate today have had to 
become increasingly subtle. 
Respectable racism has moved 
from ideas about the biological 
inferiority of specific groups 
to “cultural problems” and the 
“inability to integrate”. 

This process goes right back 
to the development of coloni- 
alism. European states needed 
to find new markets. This eco- 
nomic expansion drew Britain 
into wars across the globe. In 
order to justify its control of a 

third of the world it needed new 
ways of articulating racism. 

The British East India 
Company’s brutal rule in India 
set the benchmark. The lie was 
constructed that Britain was 
bringing civilisation to uncivi- 
lised, childlike, people—rather 
than introducing capitalism 
in the most brutal manner 
imaginable. 

National liberation move- 
ments against imperial domi- 
nation, and the fact that mili- 
tary occupation was no longer 
economically viable, led to the 
breakdown of empires. 


ARS IN the 
Middle East 
since the 
1990s have 
led to the 
development 
of Islamophobia to justify them 
and to blame people running 
away from the carnage. 

That’s not to say that the other 
forms of racism have gone away. 
If one form of racism is allowed 
to flourish then others can begin 
to come back to the surface. 

We see this today through- 
out Europe with attacks on 
migrants in France and on 
Roma people in Hungary. 

People’s ideas are not fixed. 
The activity we carry out in 
opposition to the ideas that 
divide us matters. The refu- 
gee crisis is an example of this 
battle of ideas. 

When people see a picture of a 
dead child washed up on beach, 
they generally react with disgust. 
However, the same people can 
react with hostility to the myth 
that migrants come to Britain 
and bring down wages. 

This is a result of people being 
forced to see themselves as indi- 
viduals rather than as part of an 
international class. Migrants 
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don’t bring down wages—and 
when workers struggle together 
they can drive wages up. 

The competition at the heart 
of capitalist society means that 
workers are pitted against each 
other. That’s one reason racist 
ideas can have a purchase—and 
solidarity in struggle can under- 
mine them. 

When workers go on strike, 
they can’t afford to let racism 
get in the way of standing 
together on the picket line. 

In 1676, black people and 
poor whites rose up together 
in the British colony of Virginia 
in the US, terrifying the ruling 
class there. After the rebellion 
was defeated the ruling class 
introduced slave codes to pre- 
vent it repeating. White people 
were given land rights and other 
perks after they finished fixed 
periods of indentured labour. 


ETTING groups of 
workers against 
each other is a 
constant ruling 
class strategy. 
Writing in 1870, 
Marx described in England “a 
working class divided into two 
hostile camps.” 

“The ordinary English worker 
hates the Irish worker as a com- 
petitor who lowers his standard 
of life,” he wrote. 

“In relation to the Irish 
worker he sees himself as a 
member of the ruling elite and 
consequently becomes a tool of 
the English aristocracy... the 
ruling class is aware of this and 
spreads their message through 
the pulpit and the paper.” 

This is the same today. When 
the Daily Mail runs a story 
about migrants, it’s never about 
the terrible conditions at refu- 
gee camps in Calais. It’s always 
about stuff like migrants alleg- 
edly attacking truck drivers. 

The more and deeper the 
divisions within the working 
class, the less chance work- 
ers have of uniting and fight- 
ing back. Socialists must fight 
against all of these divisions. 

When people fight back 
they can come to the idea 
that only those who are them- 
selves oppressed can under- 
stand what it 
really means. jf” 
People can 
experi- 
ence racism, 
and they can 
organise on the 
basis of their shared oppres- 
sion. Socialists support and 
celebrate this. 

But experience is 
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Black and white 
must unite on the 
picket line (top), 
Islamophobia—a 
new kind of racism 
(above), a refugee 
protests in Calais 
(below) 
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READ MORE 


subjective—we need to explain 
racism objectively. You can have 
a heart attack but that doesn’t 
make you a heart surgeon. 

The key thing to understand 
is that capitalism has produced 
racism. The flip side to this is 
that something that was cre- 
ated can be overcome. 

Ultimately only the working 
class has the power to liberate 
humanity. Capitalism turns on 
making profit, and profit comes 
from exploiting workers. 

That puts workers in a posi- 
tion of power. The divide at 
the heart of the system holds 
the key to overthrowing it. 
And racism can never be 
fully defeated until the 

system which produces it 
is destroyed. 

Weyman is joint national 
secretary of Stand Up to 
Racism. He writes in a 

ap, POTSONAl capacity 


@Say it loud! Marxism and 
the fight against racism 


Edited by Brian Richardson, | by Charlie Kimber 

includes chapter by £2 

Weyman Bennett 

w)ES) Available at Bookmarks, 
the socialist bookshop. 

@Black British rebels— Phone 020 7637 1848 

figures from working class | or go to 

history bookmarksbookshop. 
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EYEWITNESS 
FRANCE 


The youtn are telling the 
government to get lost 


Parisian student 

Gael Braibant reports 
from huge protests 
against the centre-left 
government’s vicious 
new employment law 


THE Labour-type government 
of Francois Hollande has 
pushed neoliberalism 
further than any right 
wing government. Its new 
employment law takes up the 
bosses’ demands and gives 
them more power than ever. 

The law works on three 
bases. It would make it easier 
to sack workers. It would 
increase working hours by 
cutting overtime rates. 

And it would allow 
workplace agreements 
to override the laws and 
national agreements that 
uphold workers’ rights. 

It was thus in a cry of 
rage that young people 
marched in the streets last 
Wednesday demanding the 
reform is scrapped. Some 
80,000 protested in Paris 
and 500,000 across France. 
These huge numbers are the 
highest for any protests since 


Hollande was elected in 2012. 


If opposition to this reform 
has started on campuses it’s 
because young people are 
wotried about their future. 
The students of today are the 
workers of tomorrow. 

Some 25 percent of young 
graduates are unemployed, 
rising to 50 percent in 
colonies and poorer areas. 


Push 


Young people understand 
that they are at the heart of 
the government’s attack. It 
would push back their access 
to stable jobs and impose 
lifelong precarity. 

The demonstrations’ 
success is even more 
remarkable because the two 
main union leaderships didn’t 
call strikes and are being 
overtaken. Self-organised 
delegations from universities 
took the lead on the march. 

In universities, students 
take decisions about the 
struggle in general assemblies 
hundreds strong. 

As of last week around 
50 of these had taken place, 
11 of them with more than 


SOME 80,000 marched in Paris alone 


BACK STORY 


Students across France 
were set to protest on 
Thursday of this week 


@lt follows massive protests 
and some strikes last 
week—see bit.ly/1pGi03z 


@The ailing Labour-type 
government is pushing a 
law that gives bosses more 
power over their workers 


@lt has drawn comparisons 
with a movement ten 

years ago this month that 
humbled the then Tory 
government and overturned 
its youth employment law 
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This movement can only be 
understood in the context of 
an institutional crisis for the 
French Republic. 

After the attacks in 
Paris last November, the 
government rushed to impose 
a state of emergency that 
overturns civil liberties and 
democratic rights. 

It took racist initiatives 
such as withdrawing French 
nationality from individuals 
convicted of terrorism. It 
has humiliated Muslims 
with aggressive searches 
and violent raids in places of 
worship. 

More recently still, the 
government has dismantled 
the Calais “jungle” in the face 
of pressure from far right 


300 students. Out of them 
come mobilising committees 


where any student who organisations. 
wishes can take part in P : 
putting its decisions into Rejection 


practice. 
We want to see students 
taking control of the day 
to day running of the 
movement out of the hands 
of the bureaucratic youth 
organisations. 
Self-organisation is also 
fundamental to broadening 
the movement and taking it 
forward. 


Self-organised 
groups of 
students took 
the lead in the 


demonstration 
ie eee i 


Among the youth there is a 
real rejection of the current 
government. That was shown 
through the struggle against 
the building of a new airport 
at Notre Dame des Landes 

in Western France. The last 
demonstration there brought 
together 40,000 people. 

This is directly linked to 
the government through Jean- 
Marc Ayrault, the current 
foreign minister and former 
prime minister who is one of 
the airport project’s initiators. 
The next demonstration 
against the employment 
law was set to take place on 
Thursday of this week. 

The youth don’t want to 
stop at beating the reform. 
We want to get rid of Manuel 
Valls, Hollande’s prime 
minister, who is pushing 
the reform. Our political 
perspective is “Valls, get lost”. 
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y ALISTAIR FARROW 


SOME 569 asylum seek- 
ers were forced to sleep on 
a concrete floor in a dis- 
used freight shed in Dover 
between August and October 
last year. This included 
90 children. 

This outrage underlines 
the racism and brutality at 
the heart of Britain’s immi- 
gration detention system. 

It also gives the lie to 
claims that asylum seekers 
are given special treatment 
and lavished with five star 
hotel rooms. 


Months 
The UK Border Agency claims 


that detention is necessary, 
used as a last resort and for 
the shortest time possible. 

Yet detention often lasts 
months, or even a year or 
more. People in these refugee 
prisons don’t count down the 
days—they count up. 

The state depicts asylum 
seekers, refugees and 
migrants as criminals in order 
to justify the brutal way it 
treats them. Other politicans 
agree that detention is nec- 


PROTESTING AT the Yarl’s Wood detention centre last Saturday 


essary, but suggest it can be 
done in an acceptable way. 
In March 2014, Labour’s 
then shadow home secretary 
Yvette Cooper said, “We all 
agree immigration rules must 
be enforced and that includes 
deportations and, for some 
people, temporary detention. 
“But it must be done 
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humanely with high stand- 
ards and safeguards in place.” 

But any system that 
identifies people as 
“illegitimate” in terms 
of the immigration 
system, and “alien” to 
Britain is bound to encourage 
appalling treatment of them. 

This is made worse by using 
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private, profit-driven firms. 
Expansion of immigration 
“Removal Centres” has gone 
hand in hand with privati- 
sation and has been a test- 
ing ground for pushing the 
market into prisons in Britain. 
The state has had the legal 
power to detain immigrants 
since the Immigration Act 


I want to subscribe to Socialist Worker with a monthly 
direct debit of £5 


1971 and detention centres 
have been around since 1989. 

However, the first pur- 
pose-built centre to deport 
people opened in 1996. 

Tinsley House at Gat- 
wick Airport supposedly 
represented a new “caring 
custody” model of kicking 
people out of Britain. 

It was lauded by Prince 
Charles and religious and 
political leaders. 


Guards 

The Wackenhut Corporation, 
now G4S, ran Tinsley House 
and developed the idea of 
“dynamic security”. This was 
allegedly to create a relation- 
ship of trust between guards 
and detainees. 

This model has been 
adopted across the British 
prison system. G4S’s opera- 
tions in the US offer a warning 
about the privatisation of the 
prison and detention system. 

Its employees have been 
convicted in cases that have 
included rape and murder. 

The image of “caring cus- 
tody” in Britain also quickly 
broke down. 

In 2002 detainees at the 


Yarl’s Wood detention centre 
in Bedfordshire, run by Serco, 
burned down large parts of 
the centre in a protest at con- 
ditions in the centre. 

Sexual and physical abuse 
is widely reported in deten- 
tion centres. Violent arrest 
and deportations have led to 
deaths in custody. 

The Global Detention Pro- 
ject notes that since 2005 the 
state has moved to “introduce 
a new asylum process”. 

It detains “more people 
and uses other means of con- 
tact like tagging to prevent 
people absconding when they 
are ready to be removed”. 

The threat of detention is 
used to police people in the 
process of claiming asylum. 
But detainees and their sup- 
porters are fighting back. 

The demonstration at 
Yarl’s Wood on Saturday was 
one uplifing example of that. 

Racism is at the core of the 
growing private detention 
industry in Britain. 

All of the centres should be 
shut down. 


For a report of the Yarl’s 
Wood protest see page 3 
and bit.ly/1V6EGG7 
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BACKGROUND CHECK ( 


JUNIOR DOCTORS have shown 
that they are determined to resist 
the imposition of a dangerous new 
contract. 

The British Medical Association’s 
(BMA) 48-hour walkout last week 
marked an important escalation in 
its battle with Tory health secretary 
Jeremy Hunt. 

Picket lines were lively throughout 
the two days—and crucially solidar- 
ity has begun to pour in (see below 
and right). 

Hannah was on the 40-strong 
Royal London Hospital picket line in 
east London. 

She said, “The imposition has been 
a real blow and made me think about 
leaving medicine after seven years.” 

“But this strike has made me feel 
more strongly that we need to fight 
the contract with industrial action.” 

Many junior doctors said that 
Hunt’s imposition was a “blow”, but 
going on strike has boosted their 
confidence. 

Hunt claims it’s necessary to bring 
in “seven-day working” in order to 
improve patient care. 


Smash 

Really he wants to smash health work- 
ers’ pay and terms and conditions to 
soften the NHS up for privatisation. 

On the Homerton Hospital picket 
line Dr Linpower said, “I’m here 
because I love the NHS and I’m going 
to fight for it.” 

What’s happening to junior doc- 
tors is just the start—the Tories will 
go after other workers next. 

“They’ll stretch the NHS to the 
point of breaking—then private com- 
panies will come in and buy up the 
weekend services.” 

Hunt’s imposition has also thrown 
down the gauntlet to the trade 


union movement. 

As Patrick, a junior doctor at King’s 
Hospital in south London, said,“All 
trade unionists need to reflect on that 
scary precedent—this will happen to 
all health workers and others across 
the board next.” 

Last week’s walkout became a focal 
point for anger against Tory auster- 
ity—and showed the potential for a 
united fightback. 

Patrick added, “I hope we all now 
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After junior doctors strike, 
how can we help beat Hunt? 


A 48-hour strike by junior doctors last week was met with massive support. Now it’s time 
for trade unionists to make sure it’s even stronger next time, says Tomas Tengely-Evans 
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a doctors’ strike rally in central London last week 


join the dots and step up the struggle 
against these attacks.” 

As Katey, a BMA rep in Scarborough, 
said, “We need to keep striking to 
show them we're not giving in.” 

Activists now need to keep 
up the momentum and build on 
the solidarity and links that have 
been forged ahead of the next 
48-hour walkout set to start on 
6 April. 

The TUC should build on the 
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examples of solidarity last week. 
Along with the BMA they should call a 
demonstration on the next strike days. 

Unison and the other health union 
should immediately ballot their mem- 
bers for action. They should at least 
call on their members to join the 
junior doctors’ picket lines. 

The junior doctors have shown that 
they are determined to fight—the 
trade union movement must make 
sure they win. 


Protests show the potential for a united fightback 


@ MORE THAN 1,500 
Y4£@ junior doctors and 
their supporters marched 
from east London into the 
City of London at the end 
of the strike last Thursday. 

The day before around 
200 junior doctors and 
supporters rallied outside 
the University College 
Hospital (UCH) in central 
London and marched on 
the BBC. 

Solidarity from trade 
unionists was crucial to 
keeping up junior doctors’ 
confidence during the 
walkout. 

At UCH junior doctors 
were joined by Aslef train 


drivers’ union members, 
PCS union members, RMT 
members, UCU, NUT, 
Unison and a CWU union 
postal workers’ delegation. 

The RMT union national 
executive came down to 
show solidarity. 


Contact 
Sean Hoyle, the RMT 
president, said, “We’re 
contacting over 200 
branches to ask them to 
make contact with BMA 
reps and invite them into 
their meetings.” 

The protests show what 
can be achieved. 

Jackie Applebee, a BMA 


\ 


Doctors marched from east London last Thursday 


member in east London 
was on the march. 

She explained, “We’ve 
got really good links 
between the junior doctors 
and trade unionists in the 
area. 

“That’s given people 
real confidence.” 

She added, “The call for 
the demonstration also 
came from the BMA and 
our reps have been key to 
organising this.” 

Activists need to 
get junior doctors into 
meetings, build support 
groups and pressure the 
unions to do more to 
support their fight. 
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Solidarity 
across the 
country 


@ LAST WEER’S strike 
Yae@ was the first of 
three planned 48-hour 
walkouts by the British 
Medical Association 
(BMA). 

Hugh, a junior doctor, 
said, “It’s made people 
very angry and there’s 
a bit of digging in since 
the imposition. 

“There’s still huge 
support from top to 
bottom among junior 
doctors.” 

They received 
messages of solidarity 
and workplace 
collections from the 
Unison, NUT and Usdaw 
unions. 

This pattern was 
repeated around the 
country. In Leeds over 
70 junior doctors and 
their supporters braved 
torrential rain on 
Wednesday morning of 
last week. 

Across the Pennines, 
strikers at Manchester’s 
Trafford General 
Hospital were solid and 
determined. It was the 
first to open as an NHS 
hospital in July 1948— 
and is currently under 
threat of closure. 

Their strike held 
strong into the second 
day. Around 50 doctors 
joined the picket line 
outside the Manchester 
Royal Infirmary. 

Another 50 picketed 
in Nottingham before 
holding a “Meet the 
Doctors” event in the 
city centre. 

Simon, a junior 
doctor in Manchester, 
said, “I feel very 
supported by those 
who’ve shown solidarity 
with us. We need 
to show it’s not just 
doctors versus the 
government—it’s a 
fight for the whole 
public sector.” 
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IN BRIEF 


A striking service 
on Piccadilly Line 


RMT UNION members 
working on the London 
Underground’s Piccadilly line 
are set to strike on 23 March 
and 19 and 21 April. 

The union said the 
dispute is over “abuse of the 
disciplinary process and the 
breaches of our agreements”. 

Meanwhile two strikes by 
RMT members working on 
ISS contracts on Virgin east 
coast and London Midland 
were suspended last week for 
talks and an improved offer 
respectively. 


ENO you don’t, says 
chorus to bosses 


MEMBERS OF the English 
National Opera’s (ENO) 
chorus in London were set to 
strike on this Friday. 

The Equity union members 
are fighting bosses’ plans 
to slash choristers’ pay and 
reduce the size of the chorus 
from 44 to 40. 


Nazis not welcome 
in South Wales 


ANTI-FASCISTS are preparing 
to counter a planned “White 
Pride” march in Swansea on 
Saturday 26 March. 
Swansea and South West 
Wales Unite Against Fascism 
(UAF) has organised an 
anti-racist event in Castle 
Square from noon. 
@Go to Facebook event 
Stop the Nazi NF White Pride 
March in Swansea 


TUC women back 
junior doctors 


DELEGATES GATHERED for 
the TUC women’s conference 
in London last week 

Two striking junior doctors 
addressed the conference 
last Thursday. The mood was 
overwhelmingly to support 
the junior doctors. There was 
also support for refugees. 
Saira Weiner, a UCU lecturers’ 
union delegate, said, “The 
refugee crisis is not a 
humanitarian disaster—it is a 
disgrace. As trade unionists 
we have to act in full 
solidarity with refugees.” 


Socialist Worker 


MAY DAY 
GREETINGS 


To celebrate May Day, Socialist 
Worker prints solidarity messages 
from readers, union branches and 
campaigns. The deadline to get 
your message into Socialist Worker 
is Wednesday 13 April 


mayday @socialistworker.co.uk 
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ONSTRUCTION WORKERS 


h 


BLACKLIST SUPPORT Group members occupied construc 


headquarters on Monday demanding proper compensation for blacklisted workers. Skanksa 
is a defendant in the blacklisting High Court trial starting in May. 


DOCK WORKERS 


Grangemouth dockers 
14-day strike 


launch 


a RAYMIE KIERNAN 


DOCK WORKERS shut down 
one of Scotland’s biggest 
ports, Grangemouth, with 

a two-week strike from 
Tuesday in a fight with 
bosses over new conditions. 

Bosses at operator Forth 
Ports are attempting to 
impose changes including 
shift patterns that will 
force workers into more 
weekend working. 

Crane drivers, fork lift 
drivers and drivers of 
“straddle carriers” that move 
huge containers around 
the port are “at the end of 
their tether”, a union official 
told Socialist Worker. 

“People are sick at how 
they are being treated,” 
said Unite union official 
Sandy Smart. “We’ve 
had a 100 percent vote 


for a 14-day strike. 

“Forth Ports’ plans could 
see workers doing one 
weekend in two and could 
also wipe out overtime 
for those that want it.” 

One worker said, “We 
aren’t going on strike for 
extra money, we’re simply 
trying to keep our family 
life going. We want to keep 
seeing our kids at weekends. 
There are also changes 
to our pension plans.” 


Impact 

Grangemouth is Scotland’s 
largest container port, 
accounting for up to 30 
percent of Scotland’s 
gross domestic product. 

A shutdown will have 

a huge impact. 

Sandy told Socialist 
Worker, “We’re not talking 
about an ultra militant 
workforce here but it’s 


the company’s attitude 
that is to blame for this. 

We’ve been in talks 
for up to a year but now 
they are just pressing 
ahead with imposition.” 

Tam Conroy is the Unite 
chair of the Scottish tanker 
drivers’ branch. He told 
Socialist Worker, “This 
imposition mirrors what 
the Tories are doing to the 
junior doctors and what 
is happening to college 
lecturers in Scotland. 

“The Tories are already 
attacking our rights with 
the Trade Union Bill. 

“ll be urging all of our 
members to give full support 
to the dock workers. Our 
only weapon as workers 
is our numbers.” 


@Send solidarity messages 
to alexander.smart@ 
unitetheunion.org 
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EDUCATION 
SIXTH FORM COLLEGES 


Sixth form strike against 
cuts that wreck education 


by SADIE ROBINSON 


| 


TEACHERS IN sixth form 
colleges in England struck 
solidly on Tuesday against 
devastating funding cuts. 

The Tories have slashed 
some 14 percent from funding 
in real terms and want to take 
out 8 percent more. 

NUT union members say the 
attacks make their conditions 
worse—and damage education 
for students. 

Nimerta from St Francis 
Xavier Sixth Form College in 
south London told Socialist 
Worker that she rejoined the 
NUT to take part in the action. 

“You cannot teach properly 
because of these cuts,” she 
said. “I’m a science teacher and 
our class sizes have doubled. 

NUT members were on the 
picket line at Monoux College 
in Walthamstow, east London, 
from early morning. 

One picket told Socialist 


Worker, “Our strike today has 
been very solid with all NUT 
members out. 

“We have received great 
support from the students, 
many of whom are wearing 
stickers supporting us.” 

The government failed to get 
an injunction to stop the strike, 
the High Court ruling that it 
was lawful. 

NUT general secretary 
Christine Blower told Socialist 
Worker, “We're very pleased at 
the victory for democracy that 
took place in court.” 

Many pickets felt that the 
government was nervous after 
junior doctors won widespread 
support for their walkouts. 

Lucy was on the picket 
line at BSix college in 
east London. 

She told Socialist Worker, 
“Last week it was the junior 
doctors, this week it’s us. 

“We have to join up and 
take them on together.” 


Scottish lecturers meet 
ahead of national strike 


THE SCOTTISH further 
education lecturers’ walkout 
set to begin this Thursday 
dominated the EIS-Fela union’s 
conference in Perth last week. 
The lecturers are fighting 
for equal pay across Scotland’s 
colleges (see pages 10&11). 
EIS general secretary 
Larry Flanagan said bosses 
had breached the Scottish 
government’s policy on 
national bargaining. 
They have imposed a 
1 percent pay settlement, 
which that widens the pay gap. 
Delegates discussed steps 
to ensure that the strike is as 
solid as possible. They decided 


to leaflet the Scottish National 
Party (SNP) conference the 
following day (see page 7) 
and to bring strikers to a mass 
protest at the Scottish 
Parliament at 1pm 

on Thursday. 

The conference also backed 
national EIS policy to resist 
the Islamophobic Prevent 
strategy. 

Delegates unanimously 
supported the 19 March 
anti-racist demonstration in 
Glasgow. 

Donny Gluckstein 

@Rush messages of support 
to the ElS-Fela president 
jgkellyeis@live.co.uk 


OBITUARIES 


Martin Rhodes 
1959-2016 


MARTIN RHODES, one 
of Barnsley SWP’s newest 
and most respected 
members, died recently. 

Three weeks ago he 
chaired our branch meeting 
with characteristic warmth 
and good humour. 

Martin was a key activist 
in the Freedom Ride protests 
from their beginning in April 
2014. They were against the 
loss of free train travel for 
disabled and older people in 
South Yorkshire. He joined 
the SWP a few weeks into 
the campaign. 

From the beginning he 
threw himself into activity, 
particularly with Palestinian 
solidarity work and defending 


the NHS. Only poor health 
held him back. Yet despite 
that poor health, the DWP 
persistently hounded him to 
find work. 

Before Martin got the heart 
disease which stopped him 
working, he had a varied 
employment history, from 
working in the motorway 
services to a pub landlord. 

As a proud, gay man Martin 
was keen to push socialist 
ideas on how to fight for 
LGBT + liberation. 

Barnsley SWP 


Austin Burnett 
1915-2016 


AUSTIN BURNETT, who has 
died aged nearly 102, was 

a long-standing member of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 


He remained active in the 
party until well into his 80s. 

Of Irish background, Austin 
was born in Hull to a single 
parent mother, and at 11 was 
sent to Canada. He was then 
sent back to Britain and placed 
in an orphanage where he was 
brought up by nuns. 

He returned to Canada 
where he worked as a farm 
labourer, and then, at the age 
of 22, accompanied the great 
trade union leader Tom Mann 
on a speaking tour. 

For 12 years he was a chief 
steward on Blue Star Ferries. 

He then worked on the 
railways for many years, 
became a union activist and 
an official of the old National 
Union of Railwaymen (now 
the RMT). 

He was elected to the 
union executive. But being on 


Austin Burnett 


the executive didn’t suit him, 
and he enrolled at the Open 
University to do a History 
degree. 

He graduated, then received 
a masters degree. 

In 2000, at the age of 
86, he was a candidate for 
the Socialist Alliance in the 
Greater London Assembly 
elections, gaining 2,000 votes. 


In 2014 Austin celebrated 
his 100th birthday. He 
received two letters of 
congratulation—one from 
the queen, and, as a life-long 
Arsenal fan, another from 
manager Arsene Wenger. “I 
valued the letter from Arsene 
Wenger far more... I am 
definitely not a royalist,” he 
said. 

Roger Cox remembers how 
in Brent SWP Austin talked of 
the urgent need in the 1930s 
to rebuild the union after the 
defeat of the General Strike. 

Austin was a voracious 
reader and continued to read 
with a telescopic machine, 
devouring a wide range of 
different books. When I saw 
him for the last time, he 
declared that we needed to set 
the world on fire. 

Sabby Sagall 


Get your reports and pictures to us by 12 noon on Monday 
Post PO Box 71327, London SE119BW Phone 020 7840 5656 Email reports@socialistworker.co.uk 
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HOUSING 


KILL THE HOUSING BILL CAMPAIGN 


Mass march in London 
says Kill the Housing Bill 


os ALISTAIR FARROW 


AROUND 8,000 people 
marched against the Tories’ 
Housing and Planning Bill in 
London last Sunday. 

The bill is an all-out 
attack on working class peo- 
ple’s right to council and 
social housing. It has seen 
repeated meetings opposing 
its effects—including one of 
600 in Islington last week. 

On Saturday’s demon- 
stration, Donna Nunn told 
Socialist Worker, “We lost 
our home because of the bed- 
room tax. 

“We’ve got to stand up 
and make a point because 
the government keeps telling 
us lies.” 


Defend 


The size of the protest 
reflected growing anger 
against the Tories’ attacks. 
Large delegations from 
trade unions, local hous- 
ing campaigns and student 
groups joined the protest. 
Glynn Robbins from the 
Unite union’s housing work- 
ers’ branch and the Defend 
Council Housing campaign 
spoke to Socialist Worker. 
He said, “We need to build 
this beyond London because 
this is a national issue. We 


AN INQUEST jury must 
decide whether 
Hillsborough match 
commander David 
Duckenfield could and 
should have acted 
differently. 

The inquests are into the 
deaths of 96 Liverpool fans 
who died as a result of a 
crush at the Hillsborough 
football stadium in Sheffield 
in 1989. 

The coroner told jurors 
to consider if Duckenfield 
made mistakes, what the 
consequences were and 
how serious they were. 

Duckenfield has told the 
court that it was a “serious 
mistake” to accept the role 
of match commander in the 
run-up to the disaster. 

He agreed that it was his 


SATURDAY’S MARCH showed the potential for revolt against the Housing Bill 


need to set up local branches 
of the Kill the Bill campaign, 
as we did in the 1980s over 
the poll tax.” 

A message of support from 
Labour leader Jeremy Corbyn 
pledged that “Labour will 
repeal this act and invest in 
the homes we need.” 

Shadow ministers John 


HILLSBOROUGH 


Did match commander 
make serious mistakes? 


ultimate responsibility to 
monitor the pens and that 
he failed to do so. 

Duckenfield accepted 
that he did not make 
clear that he ordered the 
gate to be opened. Under 
questioning he admitted to 
a “far-reaching deceit” over 
his role in the disaster. 

The coroner said 
Duckenfield was “confident” 
that he had declared a 
major incident. But there is 
no record of this. 

The jury was also 
reminded of evidence given 
by former Metropolitan 
Police officer Douglas 
Hopkins, who criticised the 
police operation. 

Sadie Robinson 
@Longer on 
socialistworker.co.uk 


McDonnell and Diane Abbott 
both echoed this. Jim Kelly 
from the Unite union called 
for a vote for Labour’s Sadiq 
Khan for London mayor. 

But some didn’t think 
waiting for the election was 
enough. 

Ronda Staniel, an LSE 
student and council tenant, 


said, “They could be doing a 
lot more in parliament rather 
than just talking about it.” 

Green Party leader Natalie 
Bennett said, “2020 is too far 
away—we need to get rid of 
the Tories now.” 

Eileen Short from the Kill 
the Housing Bill campaign 
pointed out that the bill’s 


Picture: Guy SMALLMANI 


record of over 400 amend- 
ments shows the campaign 
is putting pressure on parlia- 
ment. But Eileen also argued, 
“We need to build a move- 
ment strong enough to defeat 
the bill—even if it passes into 
law.” 

@For a longer report see 
bit.ly7IMhzS9U 


ABORTION RIGHTS 


Activists step up fight for right to choose 


ABORTION Rights 
held a 50-strong public 
meeting before its AGM in 
London last Saturday. 

PCS union national 
executive member Marianne 
Owens spoke of how activists 


have organised to stop anti- 
abortion pickets in Cardiff. 
Activist Goretti Horgan told 
of the struggle in Northern 
Ireland, where women do not 
have access to legal abortions. 
Activists committed to step 


FIGHTING THE CUTS 


Day of action 
for benefits 


PROTESTERS across 
Britain held a day of action 
against benefit sanctions on 
Wednesday of last week. 

It was called by the Unite 
union’s Community section. 

In London Gill Thompson 
led a march on the 
Department for Work and 
Pensions office. 

Her diabetic brother David 
Clapson’s death was linked 


to benefit sanctions. 

Outside Portsmouth job 
centre, activists used street 
theatre to draw attention to 
people who have taken their 
own lives after their benefits 
were sanctioned. 

Unite said 70 job centres 
saw protests. 

Benefit sanctions cut off 
unemployed people’s income 
to penalise minor failures 
to comply with job centre 
procedures or prove they’re 
looking for a job. 

This can leave people 
destitute for weeks or even 
months at a time. 


up the fight for women to have 
full access to legal abortion 
wherever they live and to 
oppose cuts in sexual health 
services. 

@Go to abortionrights.org.uk 


MIDDLE EAST SOLIDARITY 


THE MIDDLE East Solidarity 
magazine held a dayschool in 
central London last Saturday 
to debate and discuss the 
Arab revolutions five years 
after they began. 

At a session on Syria, 
people debated resistance 
to dictator Bashar al-Assad’s 
regime and opposing Western 
intervention. 

Omar Barghouti, a founder 
of the Boycott, Divestment 
and Sanctions campaign 
against Israeli institutions 
spoke via Skype. 

@More information at 
menasolidaritynetwork.com 


Leeds rallies 
for homes 


AROUND 80 people from 
across Yorkshire attended 
a Hands Off Our Homes 
meeting in Leeds last 
Saturday. 

Activists agreed about the 
need for a national campaign 
against the Housing Bill. 
John Davies 


MTHE LABOUR-RUN council 
in Newham, east London, 
voted last Thursday to sell 
off the Boleyn grounds in 
the face of strong local 
opposition. 

The ground will be handed 
over to developers Galliard 
after West Ham United FC 
leave this summer. Their 
plans to build 633 luxury 
flats will do nothing to solve 
the local housing crisis. 
Miriam Scharf 


Ray of hope 
at Saucy Fish 


THE UNITE union could 
ballot Seachill fish factory 
workers after bosses slashed 
overtime rates to make up 
for paying the new national 
minimum wage. 

They produce supermarket 
brand Saucy Fish. Unite 
regional officer Dave 
Monaghan said, “Our 
members are extremely 
angry at this jiggery-pokery.” 


WAround 700 Co-op truck 
drivers have voted by 

77 percent for strikes against 
plans to outsource them to 
haulage firm Eddie Stobart. 


HEALTH WORKERS 


AROUND 30 people met to 
discuss building solidarity 
for the junior doctors in 
London last Saturday. 

It resolved to camapign 
hard for wider solidarity for 
the next strike on 6-7 April. 

Unite the Resistance 
has also called a solidarity 
meeting for 12 April. 

Speakers include FBU 
union general secretary 
Matt Wrack, and Green Party 
leader Natalie Bennett. 
@7pm, Bloomsbury Baptist 
Church, London WC2H 8EP 


NUM UNION 


AROUND 150 people filled 
the NUM union's head office 
in Barnsley last Saturday 
for the David Jones and Joe 
Green memorial lecture. 

Pickets David and Joe 
were killed during the 1984-5 
Miners’ Strike. 

Aslef union president Tosh 
McDonald used his speech 
to support Labour leader 
Jeremy Corbyn. 

Dave Gibson 
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The hateful Tories 
unite to attack us 


A budget of cuts for working class people is 
one thing the bitterly divided Tory party can 
still agree on, writes Tomas Tengely-Evans 


TORY chancellor George 
Osborne plans accelerated 
attacks on working class 
people in the budget this 
week. 

The Tories said they 
would slash at least another 
£4 billion of public spending. 

Osborne is desperately 
trying to deal with two 
mounting crises—in British 
capitalism and within a Tory 
party at war with itself. 

His predictions about 
“recovery” have once again 
turned out to be smoke and 
mirrors. 

Osborne now warns that 
the world is a “dangerous 
place” and that Britain is “not 
immune to what’s going on”. 


Smaller 
For the second time in a 
month he declared he had 
discovered that the British 
economy was smaller than 
he thought. 

The budget comes as 
the European Central Bank 
cuts the base interest rate 
to -0.4 percent. That means 
banks have to pay to deposit 
their money in a safe place. 

It was another sign of the 
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KILIs, A TURKISH CITY 

ON THE BORDER WITH 
SyriA, HAS TAKEN IN 
about 120,000 Syrian 
REFUGEES. 

THAT’S ABOUT NINETY 
TIMES AS MANY AS THE 
WHOLE OF BRITAIN. 


See red at George Osborne 


European Union (EU) sliding 
into slump—just as David 
Cameron and Osborne are 
fighting for Britain to remain 
within it. 

Top accountants PwC have 
said that the Tories’ forecasts 
could be out by £50 billion by 
2020. 

Eurosceptic Tory 
backbenchers have used 
fears of rebellion to influence 
Osborne’s budget. Osborne 
now hopes to unite the Tories 
around attacking working 
class people. 

In the face of criticism, he 
snorted that £4 billion was 
“not a huge amount in the 
scheme of things”. 


Disabled 

Osborne should tell that to 
the over half a million dis- 
abled people who rely on 
the Personal Independence 
Payment (PIP) benefit. 

The Tories want to strip up 
to £150 a week from as many 
as 640,000 people by 2020. 

That’s on top of the 
decimation of disability ben- 
efit, social care and the NHS 
after more than half a decade 
of austerity. 

The NHS is sliding further 
into crisis. Patient wait- 
ing times for accident and 
emergency (A&E) are the 
worst since 2004 and 51,000 
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Tory chancellor George 
Osborne was set to unveil 
yet more austerity in his 
budget this week 


The Tories say they 
will announce an 
extra £4 billion in 
spending cuts 

Public services 
and the welfare system 
are already in crisis due to 
cuts and privatisation 


Support for striking 
junior doctors shows a 
growing mood of anger 
against the government 


patients have been forced 
to wait on trolleys for four 
hours or more. 

It will take real resistance 
to break the Tories. 

The junior doctors’ walk- 
outs (see page 17) are a sign 
of the growing anger against 
the government. 


Action 

The support they have 
received is another. Some 
65 percent of people back 
their action, an Ipsos Mori 
poll suggested last week. 

Around 8,000 people 
marched against the Tories’ 
housing bill last week in 
another sign of the mood for 
a fightback. 

Every activist needs to 
build solidarity with these 
struggles and build initiatives 
such as the People’s Assembly 
demonstration on Saturday 
16 April. 

It’s also essential to pres- 
sure the union leaders to 
start fighting, and calling the 
kind of action that can hit 
back hard. 

The Tories are divided— 
it’s time our side put the boot 
in. 


On other pages 
Ly Thousands march against 
housing bill >>Page 19 


MITT () g Doctors 


JUNIOR DOCTORS on the picket line last week. They struck for two days against 


Tory health secretary Jeremy Hunt. Reports and analysis on page 17 
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Labour right plots anti-Corbyn coup 


by NICK CLARK 


LABOUR PARTY leader 
Jeremy Corbyn and 
shadow chancellor John 
McDonnell have rightly 
attacked Tory austerity. 

But McDonnell has 
also laid out a new 
“fiscal responsibility 
rule”, essentially 
borrowed from austerity- 
lite former shadow 
chancellor Ed Balls. 

It commits a Labour 
government to balancing 
“day to day” spending, but 
still allow borrowing for 


Dan Jarvis MP 


long-term investment. 
Without a package 

to scrap Trident, tax 

the rich and increase 


public ownership this 
will mean working class 
people pay for a crisis 
they didn’t create. 

McDonnell’s plan won’t 
appease the Labour right, 
who are on a renewed 
offensive against the 
Corbyn leadership. 

Even deputy leader 
Tom Watson was forced 
to tell both sides to 
cool off last week. 

The Labour right is on 
manoeuvres and is hoping 
to parachute Barnsley 
MP Dan Jarvis into the 
leadership if Labour does 
badly in the May elections. 


